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bisa

a pro you (singular) 2SG

ba, num two (2)

ba, v 1) plait, braid (hair) 2) coil (rope) 3)
weave

baa, v 1) startle, surprise 2) shout

baa, v 1) be red 2) be ripe, ripen

baka n leopard

bana, v bully, shout

bans, v carry (child) on back

ba’ v 1) keep, save 2) hide

ba’na n Balikumbat village

ba’te v deceive, lie

baa, n cup

baa, v spoil (food)

baa mbaaka n cooking spoon, ladle

baa pkiiks n rib

baasa n testicles

baaza’ss n kidney

be’ks n excrement, faeces

bee v sleep

b¢ v 1) hate 2) despise, disdain

bena v 1) pick up 2) peck

béta ibia’ v be wrong

béto indd’ v be right, correct

be’, n 1) boundary (of field) 2) frontier (of
ethnic area) 3) end (of story)

be’ v 1) add 2) increase

bee v 1) shine 2) be bright, shining
beeka n fufu (corn porridge)
ba v is, am (copula)

balarg n plank

bata v fold

bi, n kola nut, colanut

bia n avocado (Pidgin: pear)
bie v be safe

bieka n thigh (upper leg)
biesa v exorcise

bie’ v 1) carry (on shoulder or back) 2)
load

biima v 1) be fierce 2) be frightful

bigki n lion

bio v 1) agree, accept 2) decide 3) admit
(to a wrong) 4) allow, permit 5) believe

bio vi v be engaged, be betrothed

bioka n funnel

bisa, v make smooth, be smooth

bisa, v 1) be fair, just 2) be honest



bito

bits v 1) swear, give an oath 2) vow
privately

bii v collect, accumulate
bii nyika n fetish priest, servant of gods

biika n 1) notable 2) special servant to
gods 3) place to worship gods

biindio n field

bi, n 1) hole 2) pit 3) ditch 4) pool

bi, n breast

bi mandzd’ n 1) well 2) waterhole

bi na’ n udder

bi ny2o n den, lair

bianga n leftovers

bio’, n menstrual period

bid’, v 1) be ugly 2) be wrong 3) be bad,
wicked 4) be ruined, be spoiled

bid’ v belch

bia’ka n half

bii v 1) greet 2) thank 3) congratulate 4)

praise (someone) 5) bless
bii pfo v condole, comfort

biino v 1) return, come back, go back 2)

revive
bita, v roll
bito, v bubble
bi’; n hammer
b#’, conn because
bi’ gkaasoka n termite hill
bi’ks iPro why?
bii, n squirrel
biisa v 1) answer, reply 2) take revenge
ble n bread
bo v play

bo’to v stutter
boorngs n nasal mucus, snot
b3 v cover

bo’fo n kingfisher
bo’ka n selling table
bo’ks chiaka n plate
bo’to n wing

bd’ta v flap the wings
bo’ts cha n fin

bo’ta sa n eyelid
b3’to so v blink

boo, n 1) behind 2) back (of something) 3)

backward (direction) 4) after (in time)
b9, n lie (falsehood)
boo, v create, make
boo mi n nape (back) of neck
booko, n canoe
booka, n burial cloth
boots v spank (child)
bu, n dove
bu, v be poor
bu v bark (as dog)
bufomud’ num nine (9)
b, v be shy
buo, v 1) beautiful 2) good, fine, nice
buru n robe (man's gown)
bushi n cat
buuks n poverty

bu’, v 1) beat (drum) 2) thresh, beat
(grain) 3) play (instrument) 4) palpitate
(of heart) 5) throb (pain)

bu’; v try

bu’, n razor



chi

bu’ ndwi v ring (bell)

bu’ta v struggle, try (repeatedly)
bva v 1) bear (child), give birth 2) be born
bva, v 1) fall 2) dive

bva, v fail

bva ntsa’ v be guilty

bvome’ n goat

bvangi n dog

bvato v ask, request

bvate v 1) wake up 2) rustle (leaves)
bva’ v bend

bvd’ v shiver

bva’ nd>’ v rethatch, renew grass in grass

roof
bva’ka, n dust
bva’ka, n ashes, wood ash

bvaa n 1) bundle 2) bunch

bvo n abdomen (external)
bvo juns n kindness

bvo ndons n stomacheache, upset
stomach

bvoo v 1) loosen 2) untie 2.1) v unwrap

bwa’ v 1) be soft 2) be inexpensive

bwa’mva n 1) evening 2) afternoon

bwa’sa v 1) soften 2) appease, pacify

bwa’ts v be weak

bwd conn before (in time)

bwongoo v dash

byesa v postpone

byésa v save (someone)

byoso v take (away), carry away

byo’sa v 1) rape 2) destroy, spoil 3)
obstruct

byo’sa zee v slander

Ch ch

cha n fish
cha ngws’ n mudfish (that lives in the

mud during dry season)
chaku n 1) mouse 2) palm rat
chan n prison
cha’ v weed
chd’ v carry in arms
cha’ ghiiks n crowd
cha’ mfu’soka n swarm (of bees)
cha’ks n lump (clay, mud)

cha’ks ghaka n wrist

cha’so v 1) borrow 2) lend
chepkpe n day 4 ('Country Sunday")

cheé’ v 1) cut 2) slaughter, kill (animal for
butchering)

che’sa v wink (eye)

ché’ta v shorten

che’tomva n morning

chetos v sharpen to a point (arrow)
chachio’ka wuks n ankle

chi, v reveal (meaning)

chi, v 1) dwell, inhabit 2) stay, sleep



chi b’ka

chi bi’ka v incubate, set (on eggs)
chisa v ferment (alcohol)

chi’, v stumble

chi’, v contradict

chiina v sneeze

chi, n talking drum

chi, n mouth

chi fonua n beak, bill

chi ga n army group, fighting division
chi nd>’ n doorway

chichi n up

chichi’ka ghaka n upper arm
chia,; v meet

chia, n arm

chia; v cough

chia, v 1) be sour 2) be sharp 3) ferment
(alcohol)

chiato v whip
chia’; n salt
chid’, v laugh
chi’ v be bitter
chi’taka n knee
cho’ v soak
chooks n mudfish

chd’; adv really, truly

cho’, v curse

chd’ v talk, speak

chd’ ilee v be eloquent

chd’ ngid’ v punish

chd’ wuoshika n Wushi (Babessi language)
cho’ks,; n 1) language 2) speech
cho’ks, n jackal

choo, v 1) chew 2) ruminate, chew cud
choo, v drip

choasa v 1) deepen 2) drop

choota v leak

chu, v be rotten, rot

chu, n intestinal worm

chua n cost, price

chukagyu n backdoor

chulooto mve n dusk, twilight (after
sunset)

chums v remember

chunds’ n window

chud’na v 1) move 2) kick off

chusa v choose, pick

chuuts v peck around

chu’ v shake

chw) v 1) admire, appreciate 2) praise

chw»?’ v uncover

da v 1) force 2) command
daa v be long
daadaa v be high

daass v lengthen

de’ v 1) indicate, point (with finger) 2)
show
de’ gu v be proud

dée v teach



fa bie’ks

doma v 1) be far 2) be deep

dio v limp

do n barrenness

dooka n bed

du n spoon (traditional)

du, v plan

dzée, v 1) remove 2) up-root
dzée, v be old (not young, not new)
dzéets v pluck (chicken)

dzeé’ v be heavy

dze’ks n weight

dz3, v fast, refuse food

dz3, v fan

dzadzs n 1) road 2) path

dzats v blow (of wind or mouth)

dza’ bu’ kpenaka n threshing-floor

dza’ gika n bush country, rural area

dzd’ shu ghaka n bathing place

dza’ tsoka fango n garbage dump

dza’ zeeka n open place, clearing

dzo’ks, n day 7

dza’ka, n 1) point 2) place

dza’ks nyinyi’ka n marsh

dza’ngo gho n everywhere

dza’vaoka n day 2 (day after market day)

dzaana v 1) be confused 2) wander

dzo v 1) grunt (from effort) 2) groan (with
pain)

dzo’ v 1) sit, stay 2) squat 3) be seated, sit
down 4) be low 5) land , alight 6) perch

dzoons v 1) mumble 2) grumble, complain

3) hum 4) growl

dzo’ta v close (eyes)

Ee ee

ee interj yes

ota n father

ata ki’ n grandparent

fa bapgos n wickerwork

‘ fa bie’ka n load, burden



fa chichi’ka

fa chichi’ka n 1) bile, gall 2) anger 3) gall
bladder

fa dzataks n fan

fa ghooko n 1) insect 2) living thing

fa kaguu n valley, low place between two
hills

fa kwo’ka n 1) swelling 2) tumour

fa matuonango n earrings

fa mingo n necklace

fa nys’naka n rubbish

fa ngwo’ n 1) cave 2) crevice

fa shi gio’ks n toothbrush

fa shit ndo’ka n rag, floor cloth

fa ti n nothing

fa zo bwa’mvaka n evening meal

fa zo leemvaka n breakfast

fa zoka n food

faa v be diverted

fabu’ks n musical instrument

faks n thing

fango n belongings

fango gho n everything

fass 1) n between 2) middle

fass yooka n midrib of palm-frond

faa n twin

fe v sell

fee v 1) be dirty 2) be dark (colour) 3) be
black 4) be green 5) be blue

feeto v mend, repair (clothes, bucket, pan)
fe n here
fe’ v be narrow

f3, v 1) accept, receive 2) get, obtain 3)

collect

fa; n 1) chest 2) heart

fa, iPro where?

fo yaa v be sad

foma num eight (8)

fo’teka n lung

fi, n greens, vegetable, spinach
fi, v thatch, put new grass roof
fifi v be new

fika n viper (puff adder)

fio v be wise

fio> n lime, whitewash

fiina v resemble

fiiso n wrinkles (on skin)

fi v mix

fi v punch

fia, n fever

fia, v blow (w/mouth)

fio mfi v divine, prophesy
fiana n feathers

fionandwika n mud wasp
fiosa v be light (not heavy)
fisto v winnow (throw in air)
fi9’; v circumcise (male)

fia’, v heal, cure

fid’ v build

f¥’ v 1) mark out, peg out (ground) 2)

measure
firfi’kotu n praying mantis
fi’so v imitate

fi’to v tell, recount (story)
fii, v 1) mix 2) stir

fiika, n lock

fiiko, n fist



\?

gwWd

fo, n cowife, fellow-wife

fo v 1) cover 2) fill (ground)
fo’ gika n blade (of grass)
fo’ saka n corn husk
fo’fo’kabe’ n dung beetle
fo’ks n leaf

fo’sa v wipe

foo, v be white

foosa v whiten (something)
5’ v disturb, annoy

20, v sew

£33, v 1) arrive 2) reach
fooka n track (animal)

fo2s9, v be perfect

fu, v 1) exit, go out 2) sprout, shoot (new
plant)

fu, n there

fu gkooka v divorce

fuka n 1) amulet, charm, fetish 2) medicine

fusa v 1) remove 2) take out (from

container)
ft’ v be rich
fwa n 1) chief, Fon 2) king
fwa baa n white man
fwa koatsa n ebony tree
fwaba n white man
fwa’ n male goat, billy goat
fye v offer

ga n war
galiks n garlic

gaavye n day 5

gbo v 1) beat 2) hit, strike, slap 3) knock

down, knock over
gbo nua v fight
gboto v tap
gt v 1) go 2) leave (place)
gt te v abandon
gomoa Vv be selfish
gi n 1) grass 2) bush 3) weeds
gio v 1) surround 2) turn round
gi’ n bend, curve, crook

gi n 1) voice 2) spirit 3) word

gi mud’ n agreement

gio v grind

gido’ n tooth

gid’ kantoo n elephant's tusk

gid’ yid n venom (of snake)

go’ n hide (of animal)

gd’ v 1) share 2) divide, separate

grin pepe n pepper (green)

gu n 1) water grass, used to stuff matresses
2) reed

gue’ v 1) cry 2) weep
gue’ v 1) cut 2) cut down (tree)
guuka n 1) hill 2) mountain

gwd’ v remain, stay behind



gwWd

10

Gh gh

gha, n 1) skin (of man), body 2) self
gha, v jeer, shout at someone

gha; n root

gha ny2o n fur

ghaana v yawn

gha’; n 1) granary 2) roof space ('banda’)
gha’, v be hot

gha’; n type of grass

gha’sa v heat (something)

gha’sa ndzd>’ v boil (water), bubble up
ghaa, n side (of something)

ghaa, v silence (someone)

ghaa chika n palate

ghaa nd>’ n wall

ghaaks n river bank

ghaand»>’ n wall

gho zeeka n generosity

ghoks n hand

ghomo n egg

ghi n people

ghia, v 1) act, do 2) serve

ghia, n work, duty, obligation

ghid’ v be jealous

ghid’ chaka n fish bone

ghid’ chika n lip

ghid’ mbiofaka n breastbone

ghia’ ndzooks n spine, backbone
ghia’ka n 1) bone 2) strength
ghio’ka tuka n skull

ghia’nga n skeleton

gh#’ v 1) be cold 2) be wet

ghii n 1) rain 2) rainy season

ghii bans n thunder

ghii fyoto n drizzle

ghii gho n everybody

ghii kasa’ n hunting net

ghii mfoosa n ancestors

ghii ndi’na n lightning

ghii njo n innocence

ghiika n 1) lake, pool 2) waterhole
ghiita v 1) swing 2) go back and forth
gho, v cease, stop

gho, v 1) be all 2) be the whole (of

something)
ghoso v get well, recover
gho’ chaks n fish-scale
gho’ ghamoaka n eggshell

gho’ka n 1) bark (of tree) 2) shell
(groundnut) 3) skin (of fruit) 4) scale (of
fish) 5) crust

gho’ngo n chaff
ghoo, v be alive
ghoo, n gold
ghooka n hawk
gho n mat

ghd’te v 1) be crooked 2) cheat (someone)
3) be corrupt 4) be rough

ghaoka n clay
ghoosa v 1) threaten 2) frighten
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kaa kiika

i pro he, she, it
ibio adj some
ibid’ adj poorly

iju adj well

imud’ adj other

inda’ns adj yellow

indds adj 1) sleepy 2) lazy
its20s9 adj be short (in height)

javcatch

j@’ v 1) cut open (papaya) 2) operate
(medically) 3) saw (wood) 4) crack

ja’ta v 1) slice 2) chop into pieces

jomo v help

ji v urinate

jie v press down

jito n day 8 ('Country Sunday')

ji’ v stamp or smash (with foot)

ji n 1) hunger 2) drought, famine

jt v 1) come 2) exit, go out

ji, v bring

ji baa v follow (someone)

jiji n stranger (unknown person)
j¥'to v kneel

joo v drive away

jo9sa n palm nut

juv 1) be good 2) be beautiful 3) be perfect
4) be fine

kaba n money

kafe n coffee

kaka v ask debt be repaid

kaks n phlegm

kamo v be restless, unsettled

kasa v 1) be rough 2) roughen (something)

kasnet n fishing net

ka’, n princess

ka’, v hatch hen egg
ka’na v promise

kaa, n hoof, animal foot
kaa; v fry

kaa, v fasten, bind (load)

kaa kiika v fence in



kaa ndy’

12

kaa nd>’ v bud

kaa pkooka v get married (have

ceremony)
kaamfu’ n beeswax
kaape n guava
kaats v wrap up
ke’ v pay (for goods,service)
ke, v 1) be tired 2) be dizzy
ke, n monkey (black)
ko, iPro what?
ka, v 1) give 2) offer
ko, vPart be ...ing, TAM Progressive Aspect
ko, vPart be ...ing, TAM Progressive Aspect
k3 vPart TAM Recent Past Tense
kd v snore
kabu’pku n pig
kabu’pku muu gi n warthog
koghar n okra
kagho n shooting star, meteor
koka adv quickly
koaka, n 1) gift 2) giver
kaka, adv with unripeness
kokuuks n ringworm
komo, n crab
koma, n rust
kandaataka n insult
kandos n different (thing)
kontu’ n dwarf
kanga n blessings (rewards)
kotu kaguu n summit, highest point
koatukashap n pineapple

kayu’ n stupid person

koo (dial. var. kod,) vPart do not

(command)
ki n fireplace
ki v flow
kie n headpad
kie, v draw (picture)

ki’ v 1) have, possess 2) need to, have to;
obliged (to do something) 3) get, obtain
4) hold 5) carry (in arms)

ki’ fa v be courageous, be brave
ki’ sa leena n be intelligent

kii n basket

kii na’ke n cattle pen

kiika n fence

kiina n leprosy

ki, n pot

ki, v burn, blaze

ki, v 1) know 2) be able to 3) know how
to..., lexical indicator of ability

ki mandz>’ n pot (for water)

ki somi n metal pot

kia v 1) go home 2) go back

kia v dance

kiabo v plunder (town)

kionanchi n cripple

kid’; v herd, tend (cattle, sheep)

kid’, v hang up

kio’; v wait

kiito v 1) shout, cry out 2) wail, ululate (at
funeral) 3) cackle (as of chicken)

ki’ v fear, be afraid

ki’kenda n chameleon

ki’sa v threaten
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)

kyo

koo v 1) touch 2) feel (active)

koona v 1) join, put together 2) hem in
ko’ v barter, exchange

ko’sa v alter, change

kooka n mask

ko, n bride price

ko; v hoe

kd v 1) marry 2) copulate, have sexual

intercourse

ko’ v 1) harvest (maize), cut 2) pick, pluck
(fruit)

kd’ta v 1) hurry, go faster, hasten 2) be

early

koo, (dial. var. of of kaa) vPart do not

(command)
koo, v 1) scratch 2) scrape 3) carve
koo muu katss v hollow out (log)
koo tuka v 1) shave 2) cut (hair)
kootsa n tortoise
kootso muu ma n turtle (water)
kpa, v clear (with cutlass)
kpa cha v catch fish
kpaka n key
kpa’ v clap
kpa’ v 1) think 2) hope
kpé’ v limp
kpena, n beans
kpenos feena n black beans
kpena les n rice

kpo’ v 1) rub 2) apply (ointment), besmear
3) polish

kpa’na v paint

ku, n larger multi-colored lizard with
rough skin, climbs walls, nods head

kubakuba n turkey

kuena v look after

kupgku (short form gpku) n tomorrow

kupgku bis n day after tomorrow

kuo, v squeak (wheel)

kuota v bruise

kus’ adv only

kw’ v 1) be big 2) wide 3) be fat, be thick 4)
grow up 5) grow (of plants)

kuw’ka n 1) cocoyam 2) colocasia

ku’sa v 1) enlarge, widen 2) bring up (a
child)

kweéna v spy

kwo, n trunk of elephant

kwd v like, love

kwd kabee n pole for stirring fufu

kwo ki ndaba’ka n tobacco pipe

kw) maki v 1) be zealous, eager 2) be

curious
kwoka n 1) straight pipe 2) pipe-stem 3)
smoking pipe kwoka ndaba’
kwd’ v 1) climb, ascend, go up 2) swell
kwd’ saka n stem, stalk (of maize)
kwd’na n 1) bridge 2) ladder
kwo’sa v 1) push 2) lift, raise up
kyo n cane (type of wood)
kyo’; n small clay pot
kyo’, v 1) break 2) shell, crack (groundnut

or egussi) 3) choke



kyo
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la vPart usually, TAM Habitual Aspect
14 vPart TAM Distant Future Tense
laba’ n 1) rubber 2) shoe, sandal
laka, adv perhaps

lam n lamp, torch

1a’; n fish trap

1a’, vPart if

1a’na v say goodbye, take leave of
lemu n 1) lemon 2) orange

lemu kachis n grapefruit

les n rice

lee 1) v be clean 2) v be bright 3) be good

4) v be clear

leemvo n 1) dawn, before sunrise 2)
daytime, light 3) morning

leesa v 1) be light (colour) 2) clean
(something)

lamasa n corn cob

1a5 n mahogany tree

Iaaka, n bamboo (branch of raffia)

Iaaka, n bamboo (singular)

lieta v strain (food)

liks n 1) feast (special occassion) 2)

joyfulness, cheer
lio n demon, evil spirit
lioma n witchcraft
lio v 1) overtake, pass 2) succeed
liosa v transplant, transport
lis v tap (wine)

lioma v dance around (children or light

reflections)
lia’, v uzer (women's cry)
Ioba n rubber
195 n 1) family 2) relative
lugga n bucket, pail
luop n 1) fishhook 2) hook
Iw’; n raffia palm
Iw’, v 1) start, begin 2) continue, resume
Iwi v be full
Iwisa v fill
Iwi’ka n knot (in wood)
Iwd’ v bewitch, cast spell

lyenami n mirror

ma, n river
ma, v dish (food), serve out
ma fu n flood

macha’ks n day 3

maks n molar tooth
mambi n namesake
mancha’ n rattle (musical instrument)

mashir fiate n winnow
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mee

ma’; v 1) blow down 2) throw 3) aim (at
something) 4) contribute

ma’, v drop

ma’ ghamo v lay (eggs)

ma’ ndzasa v dress

ma’kasa’ n hunter

ma’ts ghoa v wave (hand as a greeting)
mbakanko n foetus

mbave’ n spark

mba’ka n cloud

mba’mbo n ring (finger)

mbaa, n 1) meat 2) sauce

mbaa, n stone, pit

mbaa cha n fish (fish meat)
mbaa kabu’gku n pork (pig meat)
mbaa mvo’ n chicken (fowl meat)
mbaa na’ n beef (cow meat)
mbe’sa n pus

mbe’ 1) num second 2) n next
mbeeka n abscess

mbi n penis

mbio foosa n cowrie shell

mbio ma’ss n tax

mbiofs n heart

mbioss n money

mbiika n cockroach

mbi n trunk (of tree)

mbid’, n shoulder

mbid’ nyisa n buttocks
mbifonka’ n log, firewood

mbiks n omen, superstitious sign

mbizd n rainbow

mbiima n milk

mbiima ko’ n curdled milk

mbo, n pap, mushy food

mboo n electric fish

mbooka n game

mbod n 1) walking stick 2) stick (of wood)

mbd kontwd’ n cane, walking stick

mbo ti books n paddle

mbo’nchi n cane rat, cutting grass

mbo’ndo n rat

mbd’ta n stammerer

mbdd,; n 1) man 2) male

mbdd, n God (supreme being)

mbod ka’na n fiancé (betrothed boyfriend)

mbod kaghoo n potter

mbua, n hot pepper

mbua, n 1) civet cat 2) genet

mbud’ n valley

mbud’ wa’sa n desert

mbud’na n 1) peace 2) blessing

mbuu n poor people

mbu’, n eagle

mbu’, n stick used to pound, beat, or tie
gari

mbu’chia n forearm

me’s9 v domesticate, tame

mesd v shift (something)

me’doka n dragonfly

me’ka n 1) grasshopper 2) flying insect

meeg, v resolve, settle (dispute)

mee, v conclude (a matter)



meemvo
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meemva n 1) space in centre of compound

2) courtyard

meend, v 1) bend down, stoop 2) bow (as
in greeting)

meeno, v be bending

mo, 1) pro 1 2) n self

machd’ n curse

moke’ n payment

mashu n praise

mfe n stinger

mfd n virgin

mfaa n 1) hump (of cow) 2) hunchback

mfigha n prophecy

mfingo n 1) tarantula 2) scorpion

mfioma n 1) wisdom 2) keen sense of
danger

mfid’sa n cotton

mfii n bracelet

mfii kowu n ankle ring, bangle
mfiaka, n 1) air (breathed) 2) wind
mfioks ndooks n harmattan
mfi’ka n time

mfiitass n blind person

mfo’sa n foam

mfoo, n tilapia (fish)

mfoo, 1) num first 2) v be first
mfoo veembwa’ n firstborn
mfoosa, n mould

mfoosa; n olden times

mfoosa, n red ants

mfdoka, n path (for animals)
mfdoka, n 1) storm 2) strong wind

mfoomo, n fat

mfoonchi’ka n always
mfu’ n 1) bee 2) honey
mfwa mud’ks n stool

mfwaka n 1) chair 2) cane furniture,

wickerwork
mfye n 1) tribute 2) offering
mi, n neck
mi, v fling
mi v swallow
mie’ v 1) throw away, get rid of 2) throw
mie’ nchi’ka v spend time, pass time
mii z3 v blow nose
miita v sprinkle
mio n black gum, thick liquid
mio katuona n earwax
mii n bow (hunting)
miisa n silk, hair (of maize)
mi’ n dew
mpfo we’ka n corpse
mud’, num one (1)
mud’, v 1) be same 2) be equal
mud’nd n alone person
muu 1) prep inside 2) in, on
muu bvo n stomach (internal)
muu ghamos baanas n yolk (of egg)
muu ghii n rainy season
muu kaghas n palm (of hand)
muu kawu n sole (of foot)
muushi n meaning
mv?a, n 1) outside 2) world 3) day
mva, n world
mva gha’ n hot weather

mv?a ghi’ n cold weather
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nchooka

mv?a shi’ n hardship, distress

mvabeesa n flour

mvadza n night time, dark

mvavad n day 1 (market day)

mvayend n daytime, light

mv?a’ n oil

mva’bama n palm oil, red oil

mva’ngi’mo n 1) refined oil 2) groundnut
oil

mvo n python

mvobufomud’ num ninety (90)

mvofoma num 1) eighty (80)

mvomba num twenty (20)

mvomba ncha’mud’ num twenty-one (21)
mvomba ncha’saba num twenty-two (22)
mvonte num fifty (50)

mvontud num sixty (60)

mvontye’ num thirty (30)

mvotsa num forty (40)

mvotsatye’ num seventy (70)

mvo’ n 1) fowl 2) chicken

mw3 v 1) be used up 2) end (story)

mw3’ v finish, complete

na, v cook

na’, vPart have, TAM-Perfect Aspect
na’, n name for a prince

na’, n 1) cow 2) bovine

na’ mboo n bull

na’ vi n cow (female)

nchafs n clitoris

nchasa n 1) elder 2) elder sibling
ncha’sama n eyebrows

nchaadza n acquaintance

nchi n 1) ground, land 2) earth 3) dirt, soil
nchi buo kafa n fertile soil

nchi ma n riverbed (dry)

nchi nd>’ n floor

nchifs n 1) day (24hrs) 2) date

nchinya’ks n crow

nchiika, n cricket (insect)

nchi bvome’ n she-goat, nanny goat
nchi kabu’gku n sow (female pig)
nchi mvo’ n hen

nchi gke’ n big(gest) drum
nchiaka n pan, dish

nchid’, iPro how many?

nchighs kuw’fo n thumb

nchighoafs n finger

nchiwufs n toe

nch#’ ko’ka n harvest season
nchi’ka, iPro when? (more general)
nchi’ka, n time

nchi’ks bia n sometimes

nchiina n argument

nchookas n nakedness
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ncho n left-handed person
nchobwd n pumpkin leaf

nchd’ n gun powder
ncha’bufomud’ num nineteen (19)
ncho’foma num eighteen (18)
nchdo’mud’ num eleven (11)
ncha’ntud num sixteen (16)
ncho’saba num twelve (12)
ncha’te num fifteen (15)

ncha’tss num fourteen (14)
ncho’tsatye’ num seventeen (17)
ncho’tye’ num thirteen (13)
nchad n drier (for fish or meat)
nchuaka n frog

nchuu gh’ks n sickle

nchuuka n 1) knife 2) sword
nchuuks ko’ka n throwing stick or knife
nchuunchuuka n chisel

nchwi’ n leech

nchwa’ka n ulcer (leg)

nda n 1) shoulder blade 2) back of

shoulder
ndaams» v gossip
ndaats v insult
ndaba’ n 1) tobacco 2) snuff
nda’ n compound
nda’ gwa’na n school
ndaa we’ n trustworthy, upright person
ndaaka n scar
nde, n today
nde, iPro who?

nds n mud

ndd, v 1) stand, get up, rise up 2) wake up
3) alert, be awake

ndd, v 1) move away, migrate 2) leave
(place) 3) come from

ndd; v is, am (copula)

nds fonua (compound of nd>’;, nuafs) n
nest

nds kabva vi (compound of ndd>’;) n

womb
nds keme’ (compound of nds’;) n cocoon
nda kandoo (compound of nda’;) n forge

nds kootsa (compound of nda’;) n shell of
turtle

ndo na fa zoks (compound of nd>’;) n
kitchen

nds twa kofa (compound of ndd’;) n
potter's kiln

ndaka n refugee

ndomo n age mate meeting house
ndo9, n teak tree

nda9, v swing (on something)
ndoaana v 1) float 2) be swinging

ndi v be lost

ndie’ v lick

ndio, v 1) cultivate, farm 2) hoe 3) till
ndio, v be sweet

ndid n wound, sore

ndioka n 1) bat 2) fruit bat

ndiondi> n spider's web

ndidss v wound (someone or animal)

ndisa v 1) destroy, spoil 2) plunder (a
town) 3) banish

ndi v 1) take, pick up 2) inherit ndi
tsa’nga 3) choose, pick 4) hire
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ndze

ndi kaghiao’ma n bone marrow

ndi katsama n sap (of tree)

ndi katums n brain

ndi tso’ngo v inherit

ndia n rope

ndio v be wet

ndiafs n speed

ndiom»s v be in labour (childbirth)

ndiong, v forget, forgive

ndiona, v forget

ndienayo’ n centipede

ndiasa v be slippery

ndissachaks n gill

ndiasaka n tongue

ndid’; v 1) evade 2) avoid

ndia’ss v sprain (muscle)

ndi# v be drunk

ndings n army ants, soldier ants

nd? v 1) refuse 2) deny, reject 3) forbid 4)
abstain 5) despise, disdain

ndiike n mad person

ndo, n husband

ndo, v bite

ndo gid’ n fang (of snake)

ndo ji n ram

ndo kebu’gku n boar (male pig)

ndo vi n groom

ndo’sa n yesterday

ndo’ss bia n day before yesterday

ndoo, n top

ndoo katu lee n baldness

ndoo s33 n tendon

ndoo za n bridge (of nose)
ndooka n dry season
ndo, n slime

nd>’; v 1) be enough 2) befit, suit 3) please,
satisfy 4) be right, be correct

nd>’; n house, home
ndo fonua n nest
nda kabva vi n womb
nds kame’ n cocoon
nds kandoo n forge
nds kootsa n shell of turtle
nds na fa zaka n kitchen
ndo twa kofa n potter's kiln

ndo’ta v 1) persuade, flatter, lure, cajole 2)

comfort small child
ndooka, n container (for oil) (calabash)
ndooko; n weak person

ndud n 1) horn (animal) 2) horn (musical
instrument) 3) flute

ndudsa n antenna (of insect or television)
nduu n song

nduuks n harp

ndu’; n 1) alcohol 2) palm wine
ndu’, v steal

ndu’ tema n palm wine

ndwa, n bad luck

ndwa, v 1) beg (for money) 2) pray
ndwa nyi v pray

ndwaaka n beggar

ndwi n bell

ndy> v be wounded

ndze n hippopotamus
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ndza n dress, clothing

ndzaana, v disappear

ndzasna, v 1) diminish 2) be finished

ndzafs n fly (insect)

ndzama’ n shirt, T-shirt, top

ndzasa n clothing, clothes

ndzata n 1) end 2) last (one)

ndzavi n loincloth (for man)

ndzawona n trousers

ndzd’, n 1) poison 2) vine 3) tendril

ndza’, v poison (someone)

ndza’ka n smoke

ndza’na v perspire, sweat

ndzd’ts v scrub

ndza9sa n day 6

ndzo’ks n small of back

ndzo’sa v 1) return (something), give back
2) vomit

ndzo’sa bid’ v take revenge

ndzd v sink

ndz> chi n bedroom, sleeping room

ndzd> nd>’ n room

ndzosa v quench, extinguish

ndz>’, n water

ndzd’, v slap

ndz>’ bvama n waterfall

ndz>’ kima n current (river)

ndz>’ mboomo n semen

ndz>’ mi n juice

ndz>’ soama n tears

ndz>’ shioma n wave

ndz>’ yoma n sea, ocean

ndzd, n back (body part)

ndz>5, n over, above

ndzooka n darkness

no, v defecate

na, v is, am (copula)

na,; vPart TAM Distant Past Tense

njagga n shrimp

njawe’ n young person

njeesa n balafon

njo n problem

njii n nail

njiima n urine

nji n 1) sheep 2) ewe (female sheep)

njis n type

njid’ n 1) descendant 2) relative (by blood)
3) seed 4) family

njia’moa n gravel

njiika n stupid person

njo n traditional dance (for women)

njoosd n locusts

njd n axe

nju’so n taste

njwo n thorn

njwo te n palm needle, thorn

noo v 1) lie (down) 2) be lying down

noosd v lay (something)

nd, vPart be ...ing, TAM-Progressive Aspect

nooba n junior sibling

nodNd, n accompany

nta n sweet potato

nta bokale n potatoes (Irish)

ntaka n cross

nta’ n branch (of tree)

nta’ks n snail
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nu

ntomoa n intestines

ntima n saliva

ntid’ kanu n problem, trouble
ntiofa n iron

ntiombe’ n ant

ntiona n flowers

ntiontio n flying ant

ntid’ n 1) quarter (neighbourhood) 2) tribe
ntia’ta, n shelter

ntid’ta, n amulet, charm, fetish
ntid’taka n shield

ntinti n middle

ntii n advice

nto’ka n confusion

ntooka, n tall drum

ntooka, n elephant

ntooka, n small(est) drum
ntooma n fruit

ntoongo n scabies (the itch)
ntsa, n tail

ntsamo n beam, rafter

ntsa’; n legal case

ntsa’, n 1) palm bird 2) weaver-bird
ntsa’; n needle

ntsa’ tsotso n sunrise

ntsaangaa n 1) speech, discourse 2) story

(tale) 3) discussion
ntse’ n stopper, plug
ntse’ katu n louse
ntse’ kawu n jigger
ntse’ka n umbrella

ntse’tuona n deaf (mute) person

ntsena dzadzs n 1) crossroads, intersection
2) fork (in path)

ntsa tsatsa n sunset

ntsama n blood

ntsoma fu v bleed

ntsd’ bvangi n flea

ntsd’ kadoo n bedbug

ntsd’ ntsdso n maggot (in rotten meat)

ntsaanaka n knot (rope)

ntsii n fishing line

ntso’ n soup, broth

ntso’k9, n pestle

ntso’ka, n pestle, pounding stick

ntso’ngsa n night

ntsoo n handle

ntsd yi n few

ntsdofa n star

ntsd>oka n sugar-cane

ntu num hundred (100)

ntulumi n mortar, pounding pot

ntud, n cooking pot (earthenware)

ntud, num six (6)

ntusba num two hundred (200)

ntudte num five hundred (500)

ntud’ n palace

ntuuko n pick-axe

ntu’; n bowl

ntu’, n traditional wooden dish

ntuw’fa n calf of leg

ntu’ma n muscle

ntwa’ka n 1) journey, trip 2) movement

nu, v drink
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nu, n cattarh, runny nose, sickness

nu biks n truth

nu bia’ks, n danger

nu bia’ka, n taboo

nu nyiksa (compound of nuks) n religion

nu seeka (compound of nuka) n different
thing

nu z33s9ka n sacrifice

nua, n 1) group (of people) 2) herd (of
cattle, sheep)
nua manua n flock (of birds)
nua wuna’ n herd of cattle
nua wunji n flock of sheep, goats

nua, n fight

nua kacho’fa (compound of nuafa) n
parrot

nua manua (compound of nua,) n flock
(of birds)

nua wuna’ (compound of nua,) n herd of

cattle

nua wuna’fa (compound of nuafa) n

cattle egret

nua wunji (compound of nua,) n flock of
sheep, goats

nuafs n bird
nua kacho’fa n parrot
nua wuna’fs n cattle egret
nuajifs n partridge
nuazddfa n duck
nuajifs (compound of nuafd) n partridge
nuazd>fo (compound of nuafs) n duck
nuka n thing
nu nyika n religion
nu seeka n different thing
nuusand n traditions, customs
nwd v suck
nwo chi v kiss

nwasa v nurse, suckle (baby), breastfeed

Ny ny

nyayi interj no

nya’ v 1) stalk 2) tip-toe

nya’ v 1) write 2) decorate

nya’ gha v tattoo (the skin)

nya’fa n 1) spy 2) traitor
nya’ghaand>’ n tomato

nya’ks n 1) writing 2) colour

nye, det this (for noun classes 4,5,9)
nye, n buffalo

nyena iPro which (one)?

nyi, n god (lesser), fetish (spirit)
nyi, n 1) under, below 2) bottom
nyi, n God

nyis n machete, cutlass

nyie v enter, go in

nyi nuka v initiate

nyilomba n sword

nyi’, v sprout

nyi’ gid’ v bare, show (teeth)

nyiika n fingernail
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pgio'ma

nyiiks nuafs n claw

nyony?’ n 1) earthworm 2) bait
ny2’toka n armpit

ny2d n animal

ny2d ba’na n horse

ny2d kapgko’ n pangolin, scaly anteater
nyJd ntsa’ngo n porcupine

ny22dza n wild cat

nyu ghass (compound of nyusa) n hair
(of body)

nyu ny22sd (compound of nyusa) n mane

nyusd n hair of head or body
nyu ghass n hair (of body)
nyu ny2dsd n mane
nyusama» n eyelashes

nyusoma (compound of nyusa) n

nyu v 1) run 2) flee, run away from 3) eyelashes
escape
anpower pgaa mi¢’ kakpa’ n senile person

pa’ks n ugliness

ygaa n man, person

ngaa ba fangos n weaver
pgaa chid’ n funny person
rgaa gue’ mbaa n butcher
ngaa kobe n enemy

ygaa kabu n poor man
ygaa koafa n owner

pgaa kofu n medicine man, traditional

healer
pgaa kafu’ n rich man
ngaa kantwd’ n traveler
ngaa kashe n traitor
ygaa koayaa n sick person
ngaa kaye n visitor, guest
pgaa kid’ vi n midwife

ngaa mfi n fortune-teller, diviner

pgaa ndio nchi n farmer

rgaa ntonyi n prophet

ygaa ntoo n messenger

1gaa va9 n trader

pgaaks n glutton

ngba n regime (of bananas)
nge n crocodile

ngeleleka n 1) moth 2) butterfly
ngeeka,; n thief

ngeeka, n grassland (Savanna)
ngilingi, adj 1) straightness 2) righteous
ngid n chin

1gid tsée n beard

pgiongiaks n millipede

1gid’, n penalty, punishment
1gid’mo, n cheeks

1gid’ma, n jaw
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ngitachia n elbow

pgi’ n groundnut, peanut

1gongd n important person/thing
18>’ n antelope

ngd’kangee n 1) vulture 2) ostrich 3) stork

(marabou)
1820 baaks n banana

1gooka n 1) plantain (singular) 2) plaintain
tree

nguu n edge

ngwd’, n 1) stone 2) gravel 3) stone (small)
4) rock (large)

pi v jump

pit cconn 1) and 2) with

pka, n 1) forest 2) bush

pka, n basket

pka, n 1) latrine 2) toilet

pkaka, n baboon

pkatwd’ n diarrhea

pka’ n 1) wood 2) firewood

pka’taks n green mamba

pkaaka n strap

pkaasa n termites

pke’ n drum

pke’ndza’ndad n hour glass drum

pkive’sa n charcoal

pkii n side (of body)

pkioka n dance

pkid’; n 1) cock 2) rooster

pkid’, n guide

pki’ka, n fear

pki’ka, n coward

pko’ n debt

pko n beer (corn beer)
pkoo, num thousand (1000)
pkooka n marriage

pkpa cha n fisherman
pkpaa n beside

pkpaa dzadzs n ditch
pkpaa ma n ford

pkpen n donkey

pku (short form of kugku) n tomorrow
(short form)

pkue n 1) slave 2) prisoner, captive

pkuefomud’ n once

pkum n 1) box 2) mould (pottery)

pkumbi n lizard (smooth skinned)

pkuo n leg

pkuu n date palm

pkwd’ mbad n young man

pkwd’ na’ shw) n steer (bullock)

pkwd’ na’ vi n heifer

pkw?’ nji n lamb

pkwd’ ny2d n young animal

pkwd’ ny2s ba’na n colt

pkwo’ka n baby sling

192 pro we (incl. referring to you, me and
M)

0dona v 1) crawl 2) creep (lizard)

nu, n body

nu, n Babessi secret society

gwasa v 1) abstain 2) avoid

pwa’ mfu’ n beehive

pwa’na, n 1) heron 2) stork

gwa’na, n book

gwe, n 1) moon 2) month
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rapa

npwe, pro they (human)
nywe, v be open

pwe bee n moonlight

pwe fifino n new moon
pwe lwi ntu’ n full moon

gwesa v open (something)

gwi pro you (pl.)

anyds n onions

palama n blight

POpPd n pawpaw, papaya

Pf pf

pfo, n 1) death 2) funeral (at death)

pfo; v 1) die 2) be dead 3) fade 4) be dim
pfo, n monitor lizard, varan

pfo ma v drown

pfaa v 1) hit, strike 2) bump, knock against

pfonchi n 1) spirit (of dead person)
(invisible) 2) ghost (visible apparition)

pfo’, v 1) crunch 2) gnaw

pfo v shut, close

pfoo v be blunt, dull

pfo’magka’ n splinter, sliver

pfoo katsaka n stump

pfoofaka n stick (any type of wood)
pfoopngs n mourning

pfoovi n widow

pfoovi mbod n widower

rapa n 1) cloth worn by a woman 2) cloth
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sa n 1) maize 2) corn

sa nchwd’ n guinea corn

saa, v 1) discuss 2) chat

saa, v chase

saa, v 1) tear 2) be torn

saa tu n comb

saka n prostitute

samba n traditional dance (for men)
sa’; n cap, hat

sa’, v 1) announce 2) deliver a message 3)

judge 4) rule over, dominate
sa’s n 1) gizzard 2) bladder
sa’, v miscarry
sa’, v hunt

sa’ fonua n 1) crest (of bird) 2) crop (of
bird)
sa’ nkid’ n comb (of rooster)

sa’ka n 1) announcement 2) news 3)

account (report)
saa v 1) count 2) read
se’ tso’sd v capsize
sé’sa v 1) turn over 2) turn (something)
see v 1) say 2) explain
sena; v 1) meet, encounter 2) join

$9, 1) n face 2) n front 3) n in front of,
before 4) n forward (direction) 5) conn
before (in time)

s9, n thread
s9, v order (someone to do something)

$9, v break wind, fart

s9 kacho’ n word

s9 kuw’ks n big hoe

s9 mfii n bead

$9 nyi n anus

s9 sa n kernel of corn

S99 Vv accuse

sa9ta v 1) stretch 2) knead

softitona, n blindness

safoonana n myopia, shortsightedness
sakoa n hoe

$9’; n trap

s9’, v 1) climb down 2) descend, go down
$9’; n string

$9’s9, v 1) unload 2) bring down
s9’s9, v lower

S99 n vein

shashum n cassava (manioc)

shawali n malaria

shi, v sharpen (knife)

shi, n grave

shie v peel or husk (corn) shia saa peel

corn
shie chid’ v smile

shii nu v boast, brag

shiina v slither (snake)

shiits v milk (cows, goats)

shi v straighten

shia n 1) bag 2) pocket 3) mane
shis wud mii n quiver

shii v snatch, seize
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tokango

shina v 1) plead, implore 2) beg
shishi’ v 1) be great, be powerful 2) be

expensive

shi’, v 1) be healthy, be well 2) be strong
(physically) 3) be hard 4) sharp 5) be
difficult

shi’sa v harden

sh#’ta v hiccough, hiccup

shiina v argue, quarrel

shiisa n adultery

sho’ v fetch (firewood)

shdosa v 1) arrange 2) prepare (food to
cook)

sht1 v 1) wash (clothes, utensils) 2) wash
shut gha v bathe, wash oneself

shup n soap

shuu v dip

shwa’ta, v burn (skin peeling)

shwa’ta, v undress shwa’to ndzasa

shw) v castrate

s0, v 1) pull 2) drag 3) drive, steer
s0, v be pregnant

so0 ndzd>’ v draw water

sombi n shrew

soona v be slow

s0’ v decrease

s0’sa v subtract, take away

soo n silk-cotton tree, kapok tree
$9, N saw

$2, n brook, stream

$2, v saw (wood)

sogwi n soldier

sonde n Sunday

$99 v be tight

s’ n kite (bird), kind of hawk

s9’ v 1) plant, sow 2) stab, pierce 3) inject
so’nchi n pimples

$22 v hiss

ta, v harvest, collect (honey from hive)
tatofia’ n spider
ta’ n emptiness

ta’ v 1) want, desire 2) need 3) lack 4) be
empty 5) look for, search

taa, v 1) be late 2) stay 3) delay
te, n 1) oil palm tree 2) palm oil

te, v 1) leave, allow (something
somewhere) 2) permit, allow 3) abandon

te, v stop

teeta v 1) intercede, mediate 2) put in
order

te num five (5)

téeta v go around, detour
tena v deny

t9, v 1) burst 2) pierce (ears)
taka iPro how?

tokango n small, green snake
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tatd’ n toad

ti; n 1) grinding stone 2) lower grinding
stone

ti, vPart not, NEGATION

ti v paddle (push behind)

tie v 1) call (someone) 2) invite

tie, v slide

tiena v 1) fly 2) blow away (intr)

tiena kwd’ v soar

tiesa n 1) leader 2) big man

tia’ta v 1) prevent 2) evade

tio v stand

tioma v 1) wait 2) stand still

tioso v lead, guide

tioka n 1) calabash 2) bottle

tio’ v 1) be hard 2) be difficult 3) be scarce
4) be defeated

ti’, n 1) spitting cobra 2) mamba snake
tii v 1) twist 2) squeeze

tiits v wring out

ti v 1) put, place, set 2) advise 3) hire
tio, n waist

tio, v 1) kick 2) sting 3) bite (snake)
tio; v 1) be small 2) be thin

tioma n liver

tiato v protect by charm

tia’ v protect, defend

t¥’na v tickle

tii ntsaaggaa v 1) recount proverb 2) tell a
story

too, v cross (river)
too, v send (something or someone)

tooka n goiter

toosa v push

t’, n hut

td’, v compromise

t3’; v 1) stir 2) mix, stir (liquid) 3) confuse

to2 v 1) set (trap) tod s9’ set a trap 2) trap
(animal)

tooka n roundness

toona v straddle

tse, n down

tse, n 1) stone (which cooking pot sits on)

2) fire site (three stones)
tse kowu n heel

tseeta v 1) gather 2) pack 3) load 4) heap
up 5) assemble, meet together 6) be
together

tsets v embrace, hug
tse’; v stop up

tse’, v store (up)

tse’ ishishi’ v tighten
tse’ts v obstruct

tsee v faint

tsee gu v rest

tseeka n 1) flute 2) horn 3) balafon 4) juju's

meme?
tsena n fish dam, barrier to catch fish

tséna v 1) be close, near 2) approach 3) be
dark

tseeka n bellows

tso, num four (4)

tsa, v spit

ts9; n in-law, relative by marriage
ts9, v crush, crack

tsd v pour
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tso manguksa (compound of tsaka,) n

mango tree
tso mboo n father-in-law
tsa njoka n law

tso njwasaka (compound of tsaka,) n

thorn-tree
tso vi n mother-in-law
tso ze v name baby
tsoka, n gun
tsoko, n tree
tso manguka n mango tree
tso njwasaka n thorn-tree
tsaka chid’ ko’ka n coconut palm
tsata v spill (liquid)
tsotsa n 1) sun 2) daytime
tsatsa bee n sunshine
tsatsa pgilingi n noon
tsatsaka n caterpillar
tsotye’ num seven (7)
tsa’ka n heap, pile
tsa’nga n inheritance
ts9ona v 1) join two things 2) tie (knot)
tso, v 1) tether (sheep, goats) 2) weave 3)
knit
tso, v shoot
tso v whisper
tso’, v light (fire)
tso’; v pound
ts20 dzo’ka n camp, encampment
tsooka n spot
tso0s9 v lack

tu, v string, thread (beads)

tu, v 1) dig 2) harvest, dig up (yams)

tu bu’ka (compound of tuka) n headache
tu chetoka (compound of tuka) n point
tu dzé’ka (compound of tuka) n shame
tu maks n spring

tu miiks (compound of tuka) n head of

arrow

tu ndo’ks; (compound of tuka) n head of

house

tu ndo’ks, (compound of tuks, nda’;) n

roof

tu shishi’ko (compound of tuks, shishi’)

n stubborness
tu vee gkiika n hip
tu we’ v bury
tuka n head
tu bu’ks n headache
tu chetaka n point
tu dze’ka n shame
tu miiks n head of arrow
tu ndo’ka, n head of house
tu ndo’ks, n roof
tu shishi’ka n stubborness
tuo, n 1) navel 2) umbilical cord
tuo; v 1) blow (horn) 2) crow (as a rooster)
tud bia’na n 1) sorrow 2) anger
tuonaks n ear
tuota v whistle
tu’ n vagina
tu’ka n bump, protuberance

twa v 1) roast, singe 2) conquer, defeat 3)

burn
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twd’ v 1) walk 2) travel, go on a trip
two’ka n 1) tribe, ethnic group 2) clan
twd’to v trample

tye v plaster

tye kandoo n blacksmith

tye mbe n neighbour

tye ndo’ n host

tyebve n friend

tyeso n master

tye’ num three (3)

tye’ka n 1) pillar in house 2) support
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viika

ve’ v listen

ve’ta v learn

ve n 1) big people 2) Fon - Babessi ruler

ve’ka n piece

ve’sa v 1) be flat 2) flatten

vee bushi n kitten

vee bvame’ n kid (goat)

vee bvangi n pup

vee ghio n domestic servant

vee kabu’gku n piglet

vee mboo n son

vee mi n voice box, larynx, Adam's apple

vee mvo’ n chick

vee na’ n calf

vee nchi n mud block

vee ngwd’ n upper grinding stone; small
grinding stone

vee ngwa’ka n stone (small)

vee saka n bastard, illegitimate child

vee tsa n orphan

vee tso mbood n son-in-law

vee tsa vi n daughter-in-law

vee tud n throat

vee vee n grandchild

vee veenchi n 1) cousin 2) nephew, niece

vee vi n daughter

veembwa’ n 1) child 2) baby

veembwa’ mbod n boy

veembwa’ vi n girl

veenchi n sibling

veenchi ata mbod n uncle (father's
brother)

veenchi ota vi n aunt (father's sister)
veenchi mboo n brother

veenchi tso mbod n brother-in-law
veenchi tso vi n sister-in-law
veenchi vi n sister

veenchi yie mboo n uncle (mother's
brother)

veenchi yie vi n aunt (mother's sister)
veenjiofa n small bird that picks in dirt
VEESI N eye

veesa fee n pupil (of eye)

veetatwd’ n gecko

va9, v haggle, negotiate a price

Va9, n market

va9sa n shops

vi, n 1) woman 2) wife 3) female

vi, v put, place, set

vi do n barren woman

vi ka’na n fiancée (betrothed girlfriend)
vi kangkoo n bride

vi ndza v wear clothes

vie n fire

viebiena n flame

vie’ adv now

vio v 1) resurrect, revive 2) be ressurected

viika, n sorrow
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viika, n pity
vo num ten (10)

vooka n owl

Vy€, n mosquito

vye, n hail

wa, n other side

wanga n hare

wa’ v 1) be scattered 2) spread (disease,
fire)

wa’sa n sand

wa’sa v 1) scatter 2) spread out (maize)

waa, n towards

waa chichi n north

waa koagho ma’ n right (direction)

waa kagho ncho n left (direction)

waa ntsa’ tsatsa n east

waa nts9 tsatsa n west

waa tse n south

we’ (pl. we’masd) n human being, person

we’ dzeée n old person

we’ fontisa mud’ n giant

we’ malio n witch

we’ mantsaa n sorcerer

we’ mfas n hunchback

we’ muu gi n bush dweller

we’ shi n inhabitant, resident

we’ ti n nobody

we’masd (pl. of of we’) n people

we’tso’ n dream

w2’ vPart TAM Near Future Tense

wd’ke n mushroom

wuka n foot

wuki yona n polygamy

wumb v 1) honour 2) give glory 3) respect

wud, n 1) village 2) country, ethnic area 3)
town, city

wud, n spear, lance

wud mii n arrow

wud wupfs nchi n dwelling place of the
dead (spiritual)

wuasd v pretend

wuoshi n Babessi

wuuwu n hyena

wu’ku’ n adult

wi’sa v be impatient

yako n year

yaa v 1) hurt, give pain 2) be sick, be ill

yaa ji v be hungry

yaa ji mandzd’ v be thirsty, thirst
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Z9S9

yaaka, n 1) illness, disease 2) pain
yaaka, n odour, smell

ye’ v step

yee v melt

yeesa v 1) dry out (clothes) 2) be smoked
ye v 1) see, notice 2) watch, look at 3) find
ye nuka v see a vision (supernatural)
ye 1gid’ v suffer

yena, v be light

ye’, v take, hold

ye’ta, v be sticky

ye’ta fo v 1) calm (oneself) 2) be patient
yi det that (for noun classes 1,2,4,5,9)
yie n mother

yiso n beginning

yii, n forehead

yiita v be thin

yia n snake

yid v 1) sweep 2) wipe off (excreta)
yioka n broom

yioto v caress

yid’na v 1) lean against 2) lie back

wither
yo’; n sky
yo’, n sky

yo’ v 1) peel 2) strip off (bark) 3) skin
(animal)

y2 v 1) be much, many 2) be abundant

y2’; v 1) bake (in ashes) 2) spy on 3) clean
bark of tree to hasten death

y92’, n footprint

y9’; v swim

yd’ v sing

y2’ka n music

y2oka n palm branch, frond

yu, v 1) hear 2) feel (passive)

yu chi v obey

yu gu v 1) be happy, be joyful 2) rejoice

yuna v be silent

yuu, v bale out (canoe, boat)

yuuka ghaka n knuckle

yui’ v be loose, slack

yw’ka n yam

yu’so v taste

ywi v buy
yo v 1) dry up, evaporate 2) be dry 3) be
thin 4) be smoked 5) be shrivelled,
ze, n name Z9, N nose
zepkud n 1) shin 2) lower leg Zd, v eat

ze’ v be sated

zee, 1) v be hollow 2) wide open, ajar

z3; v 1) kill 2) murder

Z3S9 v breathe



z9s3 koka

34

z3s9 kaka v pant

z3saka n 1) life 2) breath 3) soul, spirit (of

living person) 4) shadow

z39 v feed

Z33sd v pour libation
z0o v stink, smell bad
z00sd v smell (something)

z2’koa n door, doorway cover
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500

1 : mud’ num

10
11

12
13:
14 :
15:

: VO num
: ncho’mud’ num
ncho’saba num
ncho’tye’ num
ncho’tss num

ncho’te num

16
17

: ncho’ntud num

: ncho’tsatye’ num
18:
19:

ncho’foms num

ncho’bufomud’ num

100 : ntu num

1000 : nkoad num

2 : ba num

20

21 : mvomba nchy’mu?’ num

: mvomba num

22

: mvomba nchda’saba num

200 : ntusoba num

3 : tye’ num

30

: mvontye’ num

4 : tso num

40

: mvotso num

50 : mvonte num

500 : ntudte num
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6 : ntud num

60 : mvontud num

7 : tsatye’ num

70 : mvotsatye’ num

8 : foma num

80 : mvofom»a num

9 : bufomud’ num

90 : mvobufomud’ num

abandon : tev; g¢ te v
abdomen : bvo n

able to : kiv

above : ndzo>o n

abscess : mbeegka n
abstain : pwasa v; nd¥ v
abundant : yo v

accept : biov; fov
accompany : ndona n
account : sa’ke n

accumulate : bii v

accuse : S99 vV
acquaintance : nchaadzs n
act : ghio v

Adam's apple : vee mi n
add : b&’ v

admire : chwd v

admit : bio v

adult : wu’ku’ n

adultery : shiiso n

advice : ntii n

advise : ti v
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afraid : k¥’ v answer : biiso v

after : boon ant : ntiombe’ n
afternoon : bwa’mva n antelope : ngo’ n
agama lizard : kun antennae : ndudsa n
age mate meeting house : ndomas n anus : s9 nyin

agree : biov appease : bwa’sa v
agreement : gi mud’ n apply : kpo’ v

aim : ma’v appreciate : chwd v
air : mfisks n approach : tsé¢na v
ajar : zee argue : shiino v
alcohol : ndu’ n argument : nchiina n
alert : nda v arm : chion

alight : dzo’ v armpit : nyd>’toka n
alive : ghoo v army ant : ndingo n
all : ghov army group : chi gan
allow : biov; tev; tev arrange : shjoso v
alone person : mus’na n arrive : foo v

alter : ko’sa v arrow : wud miin
always : mfoonchi’ks n ascend : kwd’ v
am:bav,nov;nddv ashes : bvo’ko n
amulet : fuks n; ntid’to n ask : bvoto v
ancestors : ghii mfoosa n ASPECT PERFECT : na’ vPart
and : pii cconn assemble : tseeto v
anger : tud bia’na n; fa chichi’ke n aunt : veenchi oata vi n
animal : nyoo n aunt : veenchi yie vin
ankle : chachio’ks wuka n avocado : bian

ankle ring : mfii kawun avoid : gwasa v; ndid’ v
announce : sa’ v awake : ndd v
announcement : sa’ke n award : ke v

annoy : o’ v axe : njon
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Babessi : wuoshin

Babessi ruler : ve n
Babessi secret society : npu n
baboon : npkaksa n

baby : veembwa’ n

baby sling : pkwa’ka n
back : ndzao n

back : boo n

back of shoulder : nda n
backbone : ghid’ ndzooka n
backdoor : chukagyu n
backward : boo n

bad : bid’ v

bad luck : ndwa n

bag : shio n

bait : nyonys’ n

bake : y2’ v

balafon : njeesa n; tseekoa n
baldness : ndoo katu lee n
bale out : yau v
Balikumbat : ba’na n
bamboo : 1a9ka n

bamboo : 1aaka n

banana : ngoo baaksa n
banda : gha’n

bangle : mfii kowu n
banish : ndisa v

bare : nyi’ gid’ v

bark : gho’ka n

bark : bu v

barren woman : vi do n
barrenness : do n
barter : ko’ v

basket : gka n; kii n
bastard : vee sako n

bat : ndioka n

bathe : shit gha v
bathing place : dza’ shut ghaka n
bead : so mfiin

beak : chi fonua n
beam : ntsamoa n

beans : kpena n

bear : bva v

beard : pgio tsée n

beat : gbo v

beat : bu’ v

beautiful : b v; juv
because : bi’ conn

bed : dooka n

bedbug : ntsa’ kadoo n
bedroom : ndz> chi n
bee : mfu’ n

beef : mbaa na’n
beehive : pwa’ mfu’ n
beer : gpko n

beeswax : kaamfu’ n
befit : nd>’ v

before : sa n

before : sa conn; bwo conn

beg : shino v
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book

beg : ndwa v

beggar : ndwaako n

begin : lu’ v

beginning : yisa n

behind : boo n

belch : bid’ v

believe : bio v

bell : ndwi n

bellows : tseeka n

belongings : fangs n

below : nyin

bend : bva’v; gi’n

bend down : meena v

bending : meena v

beside : gkpaa n

besmear : kpa’ v

betrothed : mboo ka’na n; bio vi v; vi
ka’na n

between : fasa n

bewitch : lwd’ v

big : ki’ v

big man : tiesa n

big people : ven

bile : fa chichi’ka n

bill : chi fonua n

billy goat : fwa’ n

bind : kaa v

bird : nuafo n

bird crest : sa’ fonua n

bird crop : sa’ fonua n

bird type : veenjiofo n; ntsa’ n; ntsa’ n;

nua wuna’fs n; nua kacho’fo n; nuajife

n
bite : ndo v; tio v

bitter : chi’ v

black : fee v

black beans : kpeno feena n
black gum : mio n
blacksmith : tye kondoo n
bladder : sa’n

blade of grass : fo’ gike n
blaze : ki v

bleed : ntsoma fu v

bless : bii v

blessing : mbus’na n
blessings : kango n
blight : palama n

blind person : mfiitasa n
blindness : safiitona n
blink : b5’to so v

blood : ntsama n

blow : dzato v; fia v; tuo v
blow away : tiena v

blow down : ma’ vy

blow nose : mii zo v

blue : fee v

blunt : pfoo v

boar : ndo kebu’gku n
boast : shii gu v

body : gun; ghan

boil : gha’se ndz>’ v

bone : ghio’ka n

bone marrow : ndi kaghia’ma n

book : gwa’na n
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born : bva v

borrow : cha’sa v

bottle : tioka n

bottom : nyi n

boundary : be’ n

bovine : na’ n

bow : meena v

bowl : ntu’ n

box : npkum n

boy : veembwa’ mboo n
bracelet : mfiin

brag : shii gu v

braid : bav

brain : ndi katuma n
branch : nta’n

brave : ki’ fo v

bread : ble n

break : kyo’ v

break wind : so v

breakfast : fa zo leemvoaka n
breast : bin

breastbone : ghio’ mbiofoksa n
breastfeed : nwasa v
breath : zasoka n

breathe : z3sa v

bride : vi kagkoo n

bride price : ko n

bridge : kwo’na n; ndoo za n
bright : lec v; bee v

bring : jiv

bring down : s9’sa v

bring up : ki’'sa v

brook : son

broom : yioka n

broth : ntso’ n

brother : veenchi mboo n
brother-in-law : veenchi tso mboo n
bruise : kuato v

bubble : bito v

bubble up : gha’se ndz>’ v
bucket : lugga n

bud : kaa nd>’ v

buffalo : nye n

build : fida’ v

bull : na’ mboo n

bullock : ngkwd’ na’ shwd n
bully : bana v

bump : pfas v; tw’ka n
bunch : bvean

bundle : bvaa n

burden : fa bie’ka n

burial cloth : booka n

burn : twa v; shwa’to v; ki v
burst : to v

bury : tu we’ v

bush : gkan; gin

bush country : dza’ gika n
bush dweller : we’ muu gin
butcher : ggaa gue’ mbaa n; cheé’ v
butterfly : ngeleleka n
buttocks : mbid’ nyisa n

buy : ywiv
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circumcise

cackle : kiito v

cajole : ndo’ta v

calabash : tioko n

calf : veena’n

calf of leg : ntu’fon

call : tiev

calm oneself : ye'to fo v
camp : tsod dzo’ka n

cane : kyo n; mbo kantwd’ n
cane furniture : mfwaka n
cane rat : mbo’nchin
canoe : booka n

cap:sa’n

capsize : s€’ tso’sa v
captive : pkue n

caress : yidto v

carry : ki’ v; cha’ v; bi¢’ v; bana v
carry away : byosa v
carve : koo v

cassava : shashum n

cast spell : lwd’ v

castrate : shwd v

cat : bushin

catch :jav

catch fish : kpa cha v
caterpillar : tsatsokoa n
catfish : cha ngwo’ n
cattarh : nun

cattle egret : nua wuna’fo n

cattle pen : kii na’ka n
cave : fa ngwo’ n

cease : ghov

centipede : ndionayo’ n
chaff : gho’ngoa n

chair : mfwaka n
chameleon : ki’kenda n
change : ko’sa v
charcoal : gkive’son
charm : fuks n; ntid’to n
chase : saav

chat : saav

cheat : ghd’to v

cheeks : ggio’ma n
cheer : lika n

chest: fon

chew : choo v

chew cud : choo v

chick : vee mvo’ n
chicken : mvo’ n
chicken : mbaa mvo’ n
chief : fwan

child : veembwa’ n

chin : pgio n

chisel : nchuunchuuks n
choke : kyo’ v

choose : chusa v; ndi v
chop into pieces : ja’to v

circumcise : fia’ v
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city : wud n

civet cat : mbuan

clan : two’ka n

clap : kpa’v

claw : nyiiks nuafs n
clay : ghooka n

clean : leesa v

clean : lee v

clean off : yo’ v

clear : lee v

clear : kpav

clearing : dzdo’ zeeka n
climb : kwo’ v

climb down : s3’ v
clitoris : nchafo n

close : dzo’ta v; pfo v; tséna v
cloth : rapan

cloth : rapan

clothes : ndzaso n
clothing : ndza n; ndzasa n
cloud : mba’ks n

club : mbu’ n

cock : gpkid’n

cockroach : mbiiks n
coconut palm : tsakoa chid’ ko’ka n
cocoon : nds keame’ n
cocoyam : ku’ka n

coffee : kafe n

coil : bav

colanut : bin

cold : gh#' v

cold weather : mva gh# n

collect: fov; biiv; tav

colocasia : ku’ka n
colour : nya’ke n
colt : gkwd’ ny2o ba’na n
comb : saa tun
comb : sa’ gkid’ n
come : jiv

come back : biino v
come from : nda v
comfort : bii pfo v; ndo’to v
command : dav
complain : dzoons v
complete : mwd’ v
compound : nda’ n
compromise : t2’ v
conclude : mee v
condole : bii pfo v
confuse : t2’ v
confused : dzaans v
confusion : nto’ks n
congratulate : bii v
conquer : twa v
container : ndooka n
continue : lu’ v
contradict : chi’ v
contribute : ma’ v
cook :nav

cooking pot : ntus n

cooking spoon : baa mbaaks n

cooking stone : tse n
copulate : kd v

corn :san

corn beer : pko n

corn cob : lamasa n
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cutting grass

corn husk : fo’ saka n
corpse : mpfo we’ka n
correct : béts ind>’ v; ndo’ v
corrupt : ghd’to v

cost : chuan

cotton : mfid’sa n

cough : chia v

count : saa v

country : wud n

Country Sunday : chepkpe n; jito n
courageous : ki’ fo v
courtyard : meemva n
cousin : vee veenchi n
cover : fov; bdv

cow :na’n

cow : na’vin

coward : gpki’ka n

cowife : fon

cowrie shell : mbio foosa n
crab : koma n

crack : ja’v; tsa v; kyo’ v
crawl : gdona v

create : boo v

creep : §Iond v

crevice : fa ngwo’ n

cricket : nchiika n

cripple : kiananchi n
crocodile : nge n

crook : gi’n

Dd

crooked : ghd’to v
cross : ntako n

cross : too v

crossroads : ntsena dzadza n
crow : tud v

crow : nchinya’ka n
crowd : cha’ ghiike n
crunch : pfa’ v

crush : tso v

crust : gho’ke n

cry : gue’ v

cry out : kiito v

cudgel : mbu’ n
cultivate : ndio v

cup : baan

curdled milk : mbiimo ko’ n
cure : fido’ v

curious : kwd moki v
current : ndz>’ kime n
curse : chd’ v; macha’ n
curve : gi’n

customs : NUUSIND n
cut : che’ v; gue’ v; ko’ v
cut down : gue’ v

cut hair : koo tuks v
cut open : ja’v

cutlass : nyin

cutting grass : mba’nchi n
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dance : gkiaka n; kia v
dance around : lioma v
danger : nu bia’ke n

dark : fee v

dark : tséns v; mvadzo n
darkness : ndzooka n

dash : bwongoo v; ke v

date : nchifon

date palm : gkuu n

daughter : vee vin
daughter-in-law : vee tsa vin
dawn : leemvo n

day : mva n; nchifs n

day 1 : mvavoa n

day 2 : dza’veaka n

day 3 : macha’ks n

day 4 : chegkpe n

day 5 : gaavye n

day 6 : ndzassa n

day 7 : dzo’ka n

day 8 : jiton

day after tomorrow : kunpku bis n
day before yesterday : ndo’ss bia n
daytime : tsatso n; leemvo n; mvayena n
dead : pfov

deaf : ntse’tuona n

death : pfon

debt : gpko’ n

deceive : ba’ta v

decide : bio v

decorate : nya’ v

decrease : s0’ v

deep : doma v

deepen : choosa v
defeat : twa v
defeated : tid’ v
defecate : na v

defend : tid’ v

delay : taa v

deliver message : sa’ v
demand debt : kaka v
demon : lion

den : bi nyoo n

deny : tena v; nd¥’ v
descend : s3’ v
descendant : njid’ n
desert : mbud’ wa’sa n
desire : ta’ v

despise : b¢ v; nd¥’ v
destroy : byo’sa v; ndisa v
detour : téeto v

dew : mi’n

diarrhea : gkatw>’ n
die : pfov

different : kanda n
different thing : nu seeka n
difficult : ti>’ v; shi’ v
dig : tuv

digup: tuv

dim : pfov

diminish : ndzdons v
dip : shuu v

dirt : nchin

dirty : fee v

disappear : ndz3ana v

discourse : ntsaangaa n
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discuss : saa v draw : kie v

discussion : ntsaafgaa n draw water : s0 ndzd’ v
disdain : b¢ v; ndi’ v dream : we’tso’ n
disease : yaako n dress : ma’ ndzasa v; ndza n
dish : nchiska n drier : nchoo n

dish out : ma v drink : nuv

distress : mva shi’ n drip : choo v

disturb : £5’ v drive : sO v

ditch : pkpaa dzadzs n; bi n drive away : joo v

dive : bva v drizzle : ghii fyoto n
diverted : faa v drop : choosa v; ma’ v
divide : g3’ v drought : jin

divine : fio mfi v drown : pfo ma v
diviner : ngaa mfin drum : ntooka n
divorce : fu gkookoa v drum : gke’ n

dizzy : ke v drum : nchi gke’ n

do : ghia v drunk : ndi v

do not : koo (dial. var. ko) vPart dry : yov

do not : koo vPart dry out : yeesa v

dog : bvangi n dry season : ndooka n
domestic servant : vee ghio n dry up : yov
domesticate : me’sa v duck : nuazoofo n
dominate : sa’ v dull : pfoo v

donkey : gkpen n dung beetle : fo’fo’kabe’ n
door : zo’ka n dusk : chulooto mva n
doorway : chi ndo’ n dust : bva’ka n
doorway cover : zo’ka n duty : ghio n

dove : bun dwarf : kentu’ n

down : tse n dwell : chiv

drag :sov dwelling place of dead : wus wupfo
dragonfly : me’doka n nchin
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Ee

eager : kwd moki v

eagle : mbu’n

ear : tuonakan

early : kd’to v

earrings : fa matuonangs n
earth : nchin

earthworm : nyony?’ n
earwax : mio katuona n

east : waa ntsa’ tsatso n
eat:za v

ebony tree : fwa katso n

edge : nguu n

egg : ghoma n

egg yolk : muu ghams baana n
eggshell : gho’ ghomaka n
egussi leaf : nchobwon

eight : foma num

eighteen : ncho’foms num
eighty : mvofoma num

elbow : pgitachia n

elder : nchasa n

elder sibling : nchasa n
electric fish; fish type : mboo n
elephant : ntooka n
elephant's tusk : gid’ kantoo n
eleven : ncha’mud’ num
eloquent : chd’ ilee v
embrace : tseto v

emptiness : ta’n

empty : ta’v

encampment : ts00 dzo’ka n
encounter : S€nd v

end : be’ n

end : ndzato n

end : mwd v

enemy : npgaa kabe n
engaged : bio vi v
enlarge : kiU’'sa v
enough : nd>’ v

enter : nyi v

equal : mud’ v

ethnic area : wuo n
ethnic group : two’ka n
evade : ndid’ v; tid’ta v
evaporate : yo v

evening : bwa’mva n

evening meal : fa zo bwa’mvaka n

everybody : ghii gho n
everything : fango gho n
everywhere : dza’ngo gho n
evil spirit : lio n

ewe : njin

exchange : ko’ v
excrement : be’ka n

exit : fuv; jiv

exorcise : biesa v
expensive : shishi’ v
explain : see v
extinguish : ndzasa v

e€ye . veeso n
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eyebrows : ncha’sama n eyelid : bo’to san

eyelashes : nyusama n
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face : san fence in : kaa kiika v
fade : pfov ferment : chisa v; chio v
faeces : be’ka n fertile soil : nchi buo kafa n
fail : bvo v fetch : sho’ v
faint : tsee v fetish : fuks n; nyi n; ntid’to n
fair : bisa v fetish priest : bii nyike n
fall : bva v fever : fian
falsehood : boo n few : ntsdo yin
family : njid’ n; 1oo n fiancé : mboo ka’no n
famine : jin fiancée : vi ka’na n
fan : fa dzatoko n; dzs v field : biindio n
fang : ndo gid’ n fierce : biima v
far : domoa v fifteen : ncha’te num
farm : ndio v fifty : mvonte num
farmer : pgaa ndio nchin fight : nua n; gbo nuav
fart : s v fighting division : chi gan
fast : dzd3 v fill : lwisa v
fasten : kaa v fill ground : fo v
fat : mfoomo n; ki’ v fin : bo’ta chan
father : otan find : ye v
father-in-law : tso mboo n fine : juv; budo v
fear : pki’ko n; ki’ v finger : nchighofs n
feast : lika n fingernail : nyiiko n
feathers : fiona n finish : mwy’ v
feed : zoo v finished : ndzosna v
feel : koo v fire : vien
feel : yuv fire site : tse n
fellow-wife : fo n fireplace : kin
female : vin firewood : gpka’ n; mbifogka’ n
fence : kiika n first : mfoo num; mfoo v
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front

firstborn : mfoo veembwa’ n
fish : cha n; mbaa cha n
fish bone : ghid’ chaka n
fish dam : tsena n

fish trap : 1a’n

fish-scale : gho’ chakan
fisherman : gkpa cha n
fishhook : luop n

fishing line : ntsii n
fishing net : kasnet n

fist : fitka n

five : te num

five hundred : ntuste num
flame : viebiena n

flap the wings : bd’to v
flat : v&’sa v

flatten : v&’so v

flatter : ndo>’to v

flea : ntsa’ bvangi n

flee : nyu v

fling : miv

float : ndoana v

flock : nua manua n; nua wunji n
flood : ma fun

floor : nchi nd>’ n

floor cloth : fa shu ndo’kea n
flour : mvabeesa n

flow : kiv

flowers : ntiona n

flute : ndud n; tseeka n
fly : ndzafa n

fly : tiena v

flying ant : ntiontia n
flying insect : me’ka n
foam : mfo’so n
foetus : mbakanko n
fold : bata v

follow : ji baa v

Fon: fwan;ven
food : fa zaka n

foot : wuka n
footprint : yo’ n
forbid : nd¥’ v

force : dav

ford : pkpaa man
forearm : mbu’chia n
forehead : yii n
forest : pka n

forge : nda kandoo n

forget : ndions v; ndiena v

forgive : ndiona v

fork : ntsena dzadza n

fortune-teller : ngaa mfin

forty : mvotsa num
forward : sa n

four : tsa num

fourteen : ncha’tsa num

fowl : mvo’ n
friend : tyebve n
frighten : ghooso v
frightful : biima v
frog : nchuaka n
frond : yooka n

front : san
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frontier : be’ n

fruit : ntooma n

fruit bat : ndiocka n

fry : kaav

fufu : beekoa n

fufu stirrer : kwo kabee n

full ; lwiv

full moon : gwe lwi ntu’ n
funeral : pfo n

funnel : bioka n

funny person : ngaa chid’ n
fur : gha nyoo n

FUTURE TENSE : w2’ vPart; 1a vPart
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great

gall : fa chichi’ka n

gall bladder : fa chichi’ka n
game : mbooka n

garbage dump : dzd’ tsoks fange n
garlic : galiks n

gather : tséeto v

gecko : veetotwd’ n
generosity : gho zeeka n
genet : mbuan
get:ki’v;fov

get married : kaa gkooka v
get rid of : mig’ v

getup : nda v

get well : ghoso v

ghost : pfonchi n

giant : we’ fontio mud’ n
gift : koko n

gill : ndiasachaka n

girl : veembwa’ vi n

give : ko v

give an oath : bito v

give back : ndzo’sa v

give birth : bve v; ndiomoa v
give glory : wumoa v

give pain : yaav

giver : kako n

gizzard : sa’ n

glutton : ngaaka n

gnaw : pfo’ v

g0 : gEv

go around : téeto v

go back : kis v; biina v

go back and forth : ghiita v
go down : s3’ v

go faster : kd’to v

go home : kio v

go in : nyi v

go on a trip : twd’ v
goout: fuv;jiv

go up : kwo’v

goat : bvame’ n

god : nyin

God : nyin

God : mboo n

goiter : tooka n

gold : ghoo n

good : leg; ju v; buo v
gossip : ndaams v
granary : gha’n
grandchild : vee vee n
grandparent : ata ki’ n
grapefruit : lemu kachis n
grass : gin

grasshopper : me’ka n
grassland : ngeeka n
grave : shin

gravel : ngwo’ n; njia’ma n

great : shishi’ v
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green : fee v

green mamba : gpka’taka n
greens : fin

greet : bii v

grind : gio v

grinding stone : ti n
groan : dzo v

groom : ndo vin

ground : nchin
groundnut : ngi’ n
groundnut oil : mva’ngi’ma n

group :nuan

grow : ko’ v

grow up : ki’ v

growl : dzoona v
grumble : dzoonos v
grunt : dzo v

guava : kaape n

guest : ngaa kaye n
guide : gkid’ n; tiosa v
guilty : bva ntsa’ v
guinea corn : sa nchwd’ n
gun : tsaka n

gun powder : nchd’ n
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hiss

Hh

haggle : vaa v

hail : vye n

hair : miisa n; nyuss n; nyu ghaso n
half : bio’ka n

hammer : b¥’ n

hand : ghaka n

handle : ntsoo n

hang up : kid’ v

happy : yu guv

hard : tid’ v; shi’ v

harden : shi’sa v

hardship : mvo shi’ n

hare : wangan

harmattan : mfisks ndooksa n
harp : nduuka n

harvest : ko’ v

harvest : tav; tuv

harvest season : nchi’ ka’ka n
hasten : kdy’ta v

hat : sa’n

hatch : ka’ v

hate : b¢ v

have : ki’ v; na’ vPart

have to : ki’ v

hawk : ghooka n; so’ n

he :ipro

head : tuka n

head of arrow : tu miika n

head of house : tu nda>’ka n

headache : tu bu’ka n
headpad : kie n

heal : fia’ v

healthy : shi’ v

heap : tso’ko n

heap up : tseeto v
hear : yuv

heart : foa n; mbiofa n
heat : gha’sa v

heavy : dze’ v

heel : tse kawu n
heifer : pkwd’ na’ vi n
help : joma v

hem in : koona v

hen : nchi mvo’ n
herd : kid’ v; nua wuna’n
herd : nua n

here : fe n

heron : gwa’na n
hiccough : sh¥’'to v
hiccup : shi’'to v

hide : ba’ v

hide : go’ n

high : daadaa v

hill : guukan

hip : tu vee gkiiko n
hippopotamus : ndze n
hire : ndiv; ti v

hiss : soov
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hit : gbo v; pfoa v

hoe : ndio v; soko n; ko v; so kir’ka n
hold : ki’ v; ye’ v

hole : bi n

hollow : zee v

hollow out : koo muu katsa v
home : nd>’ n

honest : bisa v

honey : mfu’ n

honour : wumas v

hoof : kaan

hook : luop n

hope : kpa’ v

horn : tseeka n

horn : ndud n; ndus n

horse : ny2o ba’na n

host : tye nd>’ n

hot : gha’ v

hot weather : mvoa gha’ n

hour glass drum : nke’ndza’ndos n

house : nda’ n

Ii

how many? : nchid’ iPro

how? : taka iPro

hug : tseto v

hum : dzoona v

human being : we’ (pl. we’maso) n
hump : mfaa n

hunchback : we’ mfas n; mfos n
hundred : ntu num

hunger : ji n

hungry : yaa ji v

hunt : sa’ v

hunter : ma’kasa’ n

hunting bow : miin

hunting net : ghii kasa’ n

hurry : kd’to v

hurt : yaav

husband : ndo n

husk : shie v

hut:to’n

hyena : wuuwu n

I: md pro

if : 1a’ vPart

ill : yaav

illegitimate child : vee saka n
illness : yaaka n

imitate : fi’'sa v

impatient : wi’sa v

implore : shina v

important : gongo n
in : muu

in front of : so n
in-law : tsa n

in-laws :

increase : b&’ v
incubate : chi bi’ks v

indicate : dé’ v
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kill

inexpensive : bwa’ v

inhabit : chi v

inhabitant : we’ shin

inherit : ndi tso’ngo v; ndi v
inheritance : tso’'ngo n
initiate : nyi nuka v

inject : 83’ v

innocence : ghii njo n

insect : fa ghooka n; nchiiks n
insect type : mfoosa n

inside : muu prep

JJ

insult : ndaats v; kondaataka n
intelligent : ki’ s3 leena n
intercede : teeto v

intersection : ntsena dzadzo n
intestinal worm : chu n
intestines : ntomoa n

invite : tie v

iron : ntiafo n
is:bov;nov;ndoav

it : i pro

itch : ntoonga n

jackal : chao’ke n
jaw : ngio’ma n
jealous : ghid’ v

jeer : ghav

jigger : ntse’ kowu n
join : sena v; koona v
join : tsaona v

journey : ntwd’ka n

Kk

joyful : yuguv
joyfulness : lika n
judge :sa’v

juice : ndz>’ mi n
juju's meme? : tseeka n
jump : piv

junior sibling : nooba n

just : bisa v

kapok tree : soo n

keen sense of danger : mfioma n
keep : ba’ v

kernel : sosan

key : kpaka n

kick : tio v

kick off : chua’na v
kid : vee bvame’ n
kidney : baaza’so n

kill : zoa v; che’ v
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kindness : bvo juna n
king : fwan

kingfisher : ba’fo n

kiss : nwd chi v

kitchen : nds na fa zoko n
kite : o’ n

kitten : vee bushi n
knead : soata v

knee : chi’toka n

kneel : ji'to v

knife ;: nchuuks n

knit : tso v

knock against : pfoa v
knock down : gbo v
knock over : gbo v
knot : ntsaanaka n
knot : Iwi’ka n

know : ki v

know how to : ki v

kola nut : bin

L1

knuckle : yuuks ghaks n

labour : ndieama v
lack : ta’ v; tsoasa v
ladder : kwo’na n
ladle : baa mbaaka n
lair : bi nyoo n

lake : ghiika n
lamb : pkw?’ nji n
lamp : lam n

lance : wuo n

land : dzo’ v; nchin
language : cho’ka n
larynx : vee mi n
last : ndzata n

late : taa v

latrine : pka n
laugh : chid’ v

law : tso njaka n

lay : noosa v

lay eggs : ma’ ghama v
lazy : ind35 adj

lead : tiosa v

leader : tiesa n

leaf : fo’ke n

leak : choota v

lean against : yia’'na v
learn : ve’ta v

leave : nda v; g¢ v; te v
leech : nchwi’ n

left : waa kagha nchon

leftovers : biango n
leg : gkuo n

leg ulcer : nchwo’ka n
legal case : ntsa’n
lemon : lemu n

lend : cha’ss v

left-handed person : ncho n
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lengthen : daasa v load : tséeta v; bie’ v; fa bie’ka n

leopard : baka n
leprosy : kiina n
lick : ndie’ v

lie : boo n; ba’to v
lie back : yido’'na v
lie down : noo v
life : zasaka n

lift : kwo’sa v

light : fiasa v; leemva n; mvayena n

light : yena v

light : tso’ v

light colour : leesa v
lightning : ghii ndi’'na n
like : kwd v

lime : fion

limp : die v; kpe’ v

lion : bigki n

lip : ghid’ chiko n

listen : ve’ v

liver : tioma n

living thing : fa ghooka n
lizard type : gkumbi n; pfo n; ku n

lock : fiikka n
locust : njoosa n
log : mbifogka’ n
loincloth : ndzavin
long : daav

look after : kuena v
look at : ye v

look for : ta’ v
loose : yu’ v

loosen : bvoo v
lost : ndi v

louse : ntse’ katu n
love : kwd v

low : dzo’ v

lower : s9’sa v

lower grinding stone :

lower leg : zenkuo n
lump : cha’ka n
lung : fo’'teka n

lure : ndo’to v

lying down : noo v

tin
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Mm

machete : nyin

mad person : ndiika n
maggot : ntsa’ ntsosa n
mahogany tree : laa n
maize : san

make : boo v

make smooth : bisa v
malaria : shawali n

male : mboon

male goat : fwa’ n

mamba snake : ti’ n

man : mbod n; ggaa n
mane : nyu ny292s? n; shio n
mango tree : tso mangukoa n
manioc : shashum n
many : ya v

marabou : ngo’kangee n
mark out : ¥’ v

market : voa n

market day : mvavaa n
marriage : gkooka n
marry : kd v

marsh : dza’ks nyinyi’ks n
mask : kooka n

master : tyesa n

mat : ghon

meaning : muushi n
measure : f¥’ v

meat : mbaan

meat type : mbaa cha n; mbaa mvo’ n;

mbaa kabu’nku n; mbaa na’ n

mediate : teeto v
medicine : fuke n
medicine man : ngaa kafu n
meet : chio v; seno v
meet together : tséeto v
melt : yee v

mend : feeto v
menstrual period : bid’ n
messenger : gaa ntoo n
messengers :

metal pot : ki somi n
meteor : kagho n

middle : ntinti n; fass

midrib of palm-frond : fass yooka n

midwife : ngaa kid’ vin
migrate : ndo v

milk : shiito v

milk : mbiimoa n
millipede : ngiengioka n
mirror : lyenami n
miscarry : sa’ v

mix : t’v; fiv; fii v
molar tooth : maka n
mold : mfoosa n

money : mbioss n; kaba n
monitor lizard : pfon
monkey : ke n

month : gwe n

moon : gwWe n
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news

moonlight : gwe bee n
morning : che’tomva n; leemva n
mortar : ntulumi n
mosquito : vye n

moth : ngeleleka n
mother : yie n
mother-in-law : tsa vi n
mould : gkum n; mfoosa n
mould : bov

mountain : guuka n
mourning : pfoonga n
mouse : chaku n

mouth : chin

move : chuo’na v

move away : nd3d v

movement : ntwd’ko n
much : yov

mud : ndo n

mud block : vee nchi n
mud wasp : fionandwika n
mudfish : chooka n
mumble : dzoona v
murder : zo v

muscle : ntu’'ma n
mushroom : wo’ka n
mushy food : mbo n
music : yo’kan

musical instrument : fabu’ka n
mute : ntse’tuona n

myopia : sofoonana n

nail : njii n

nakedness : nchooka n
name : ze n

name baby : tso ze v
name for a prince : na’ n
namesake : mambi n
nanny goat : nchi bvame’ n
nape of neck : boo min
narrow : fe’ v

nasal mucus : boongo n
navel : tudo n

near : tséna v

neck . min

necklace : fa mingo n
need : ta’v

need to : ki’ v

needle : ntsa’ n
NEGATION : ti vPart
negotiate : voa v
neighbour : tye mbe n
neighbourhood : ntid’ n
nephew : vee veenchi n
nest : nda fonua n

new : fifi v

new moon : gwe fifino n

news : sa’ko n
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next : mbe’ n

nice : b v

niece : vee veenchi n

night : ntso’ngon

night time : mvadza n

nine : bufomus’ num

nineteen : ncho’bufomus’ num
ninety : mvobufomus’ num

no : nyayi interj

nobody : we’ ti n

noon : tsatsa ngilingi n
north : waa chichi n
nose : za n

not : ti vPart

notable : biike n
nothing : fatin

notice : ye v

now : vie’ ady

nurse : NWaso v

obey : yu chi v
obligation : ghio n
obliged : ki’ v

obstruct : tse’ta v; byo’sa v
obtain: fov; ki’ v
ocean : ndzd’ yoma n
odour : yaake n

offer : fye v; ko v
offering : mfye n

oil : mva’ n

oil palm tree : te n
okra : kaghap n

old : dzée v

old person : we’ dzée n
olden times : mfoosa n
omen : mbika n

on : muu

once : pkuefomud’ n

one : mud’ num
onions : onyods n

only : kud’ adv

open : JWE V; HWES V
open place : dzd’ zeeka n
operate : ja’ v

orange : lemun
order : s9 v

orphan : vee tson
ostrich : ngo’kangee n
other : imud’ adj
other side : wan
outside : mva n

over : ndzdo n
overtake : lio v

owl : vooka n

owner : gaa kafa n
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pick-axe

pacify : bwa’sa v

pack : tseeto v

paddle : tiv

paddle : mbo ti booka n
pail : lungan

pain : yaakan

paint : kpo’na v

palace : ntud’ n

palate : ghaa chika n

palm : muu kagha n

palm bird : ntsa’ n

palm branch : yooka n
palm needle : njwo te n
palm nut : jooso n

palm oil : te n; mva’bama n
palm rat : chaku n

palm wine : ndu’ temas n; ndu’ n
palpitate : bu’ v

pan : nchiska n

pangolin : ny2d kapgko’ n
pant : z3sd koka v

pap : mbo n

papaya : popa n

parrot : nua kachos’fo n
partridge : nuajifo n

pass : liov

pass time : mi¢’ nchi’ka v
PAST TENSE : k3 vPart; na vPart
path : dzadza n

path : mfooka n

patient : ye’'to fo v

pawpaw : popd n

pay : ke’ v

payment : make’ n

peace : mbus’na n

peanut : 1gi’ n

pear : bian

peck : bena v

peck around : chuuts v

peel : yo’ v

peg out : f¥’ v

penalty : ngid’ n

penis : mbi n

people (irregular plural) : we’maso n;
ghin

pepper : grin pepe n; mbua n

perch : dzo’ v

perfect : fo3sa v; ju v

perhaps : laks adv

permit : bio v; te v

person : gaa n; we’ (pl. we’'maso) n

perspire : ndza’na v

persuade : ndo’to v

pestle : ntso’ka n; ntso’ka n

phlegm : kaks n

pick : ko’ v; chusa v; ndi v

pick up : bens v; ndi v

pick-axe : ntuuka n
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piece : ve’ka n

pierce : to v; s’ v

pig : kabu’gku n

piglet : vee kebu’pku n
pile : tso’ko n

pillar : tye’ka n

pimples : so’nchi n
pineapple : katukashap n
pipe-stem : kwokoa n

pit : bi n; mbaan

pity : viika n

place : dzo’ka n; ti v; vi v
place to worship gods : biika n
plaintain tree : ngooko n
plait : bav

plan : duv

plank : balag n

plant : s3’ v

plantain : ggooksa n
plaster : ty¢ v

plate : bo’ka chiaka n
play : bu’ v

play : bov

plead : shina v

please : ndo’ v

pluck : dzeeta v; ko’ v
plug : ntse’ n

plunder : ndiss v
plunder : kioba v
pocket : shio n

point : tu chetaka n; dzo’ka n; de’ v
poison : ndz3’ n; ndza’ v

polish : kpo’ v

polygamy : wuki yona n
pool : bi n; ghiika n

poor : buv

poor man : ngaa kabu n
poor people : mbuu n
poorly : ibid’ adj
porcupine : ny2d ntsa’ngo n
pork : mbaa kabu’nku n
possess : ki’ v

postpone : byesa v

pot : kin

pot type : kyo’ n

potatoes : nta bokale n
potter : mbod kaghoo n
potter's kiln : nda twa kofa n
pound : tso’ v

pounding pot : ntulumi n
pounding stick : ntso’ks n
pour : tsd v

pour libation : zaaso v
poverty : buuks n

power : pan

powerful : shishi’ v
praise : bii v

praise : chw) v; mashu n
pray : ndwa v; ndwa nyi v
praying mantis : fi'fi’katu n
pregnant : sO v

prepare : shdosa v

press down : jie v

pretend : wuodsa v
prevent : tid’to v

price : chuan
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receive

princess : ka’ n

prison : chang n

prisoner : gkue n
problem : njo n; ntid’ kanu n
promise : ka’na v
prophecy : mfigha n
prophesy : fio mfi v
prophet : ngaa ntonyi n
prostitute : sako n
protect : tid’ v

protect by charm : tiato v
protuberance : tu’ka n

proud : dé’ guv

puff adder : fika n
pull : so v

punch : fi v

punish : chd’ ngid’ v
punishment : ngid’ n
pup : vee bvangin
pupil : veeso fee n

pus : mbe’sa n

push : tooss v; kwo’sa v
put:tiv;viv

put in order : teeto v
put together : koonoa v

python : mvo n

quarrel : shiina v
quarter : ntid’ n

quench : ndzaso v

quickly : kaka adv

quiver : shio wud mii n

raffia palm : lu’ n

rafter : ntsamoa n

rag : fa shu ndo’ka n

rain : ghii n

rainbow : mbizo n

rainy season : ghii n; muu ghii n
raise up : kwo’sa v

ram : ndo jin

rape : byo’sa v
rat : mbo’ndo n
rattle : mancha’ n
razor : bu’n
reach : foo v

read : saa v
really : chd’ adv

receive : fo v



recount

recount : fi’'to v resurrect : vio v
recount proverb : tii ntsaangaa v rethatch : bva’ nd>’ v
recover : ghoso v return : biins v; ndzo’sa v
red : baav reveal : chiv

red ants : mfoosa n revive : biina v; vio v
red oil : mva’bama n reward : ke v

reed : gun rewards : kango n
refined oil : mva’ngi’mo n rib : baa pkiika n
refugee : ndokoa n rice : les n; kpena les n
refuse : nd¥ v rich : fi’ v

refuse food : dzd v rich man : ggaa kofu’ n
regime : ngba n right : waa kagho ma’ n; béts ind>’ v;
reject : nd¥’ v nd>’ v

rejoice : yu gu v righteous : ngilingi adj
relative : 1oo n ring : mba’mba n
relative : njia’ n ring : bu’ ndwi v
relative by marriage : tsa n ringworm : kekuuks n
religion : nu nyiks n ripe : baav

remain : gwd’ v ripen : baav
remember : chuma v rise up : nda v

remove : dzée v; fusa v river : man

repair : feeto v river bank : ghaaka n
reply : biiso v riverbed : nchi man
report : sa’ka n road : dzadza n
request : bvato v roast : twa v

resemble : fiino v robe (man's gown) : buru n
resident : we’ shin rock : ngwo’ n

resolve : mee v roll : bito v

respect : wuma v roof : tu nda>’ka n
ressurected : vio v roof space : gha’ n

rest : tsee gu v room : ndz> nd>’ n
restless : kamo v rooster : nkid’ n
resume : lu’ v root : ghan
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rustle

rope : ndio n

rot : chuv

rotten : chuv

rough : ghd’to v; kasa v
roughen : kasa v
roundness : tooka n
rub : kpa’ v

rubber : laba’ n; Ioba n

rubbish : fa nyo’naks n

ruined : bid’ v

rule over : sa’ v
ruminate : choo v

run : nyu v

run away from : nyu v
runny nose : nu n
rural area : dzd’ gike n
rust : komo n

rustle : bvata v
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Ss

sacrifice : nu zoasako n
sad : foyaav

safe : bie v

saliva : ntima n

salt : chio’n

same : mud’ v

sand : wa’se n

sandal : laba’ n

sap : ndi ketsomo n
sated : ze’ v

satisfy : ndo’ v

sauce : mbaan

save : byésa v; ba’ v
saw :son

saw : sy v;ja’v

say : seeV

say goodbye : 1a’na v
scabies : ntoonge n
scale : gho’ke n

scaly anteater : ny2d kapko’ n
scar : ndaakoa n

scarce : tid’ v

scatter : wa’sa v
scattered : wa’ v
school : nda’ gwa’na n
scorpion : mfingo n
scrape : koo v

scratch : koo v

scrub : ndzd’to v

sea : ndzd’ yoma n

search : ta’ v

seated : dzo’ v

second : mbe’ num

see : ye v

see a vision : ye nuka v
seed : njid’ n

seize : shii v

self : ghan; man

selfish : goma v

sell : fev

selling table : bo’ko n
semen : ndz>’ mbooma n
send : too v

senile person : ngaa mi¢’ kakpa’ n
separate : g3’ v

servant of gods : bii nyika n
serve : ghio v

serve out : ma v
set:tv;tiv,viv

settle : mee v

seven : tsatye’ num
seventeen : ncho’tsatye’ num
seventy : mvotsatye’ num
sew : foo v

sexual intercourse : k v
shadow : zasakoa n

shake : chu’ v

shame : tu dze’ka n

share : g5’ v

sharp : shi’ v; chio v
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slaughter

sharpen : shi v

sharpen : cheto v

shave : koo tuka v

she : i pro

she-goat : nchi bvome’ n
sheep : njin

shell : gho’ka n; kyo’ v
shell of turtle : nds kootsa n
shelter : ntid’to n

shield : ntio’teka n

shift : mésa v

shin : zepgkuo n

shine : bee v

shining : bee v

shirt : ndzoma’ n

shiver : bvd’ v

shoe : laba’ n

shoot : tso v

shooting star : kagho n
shops : voasa n

short : its20s9 adj
shorten : ché’to v
shortsightedness : safoonana n
shoulder : mbid’ n
shoulder blade : nda n
shout : baa v; kiito v; bana v
shout at : ghav

show : dé’ v; nyi’ gid’ v
shrew : sombi n

shrimp : njagga n
shrivelled : yo v

shut : pfo v

shy : buo v

sibling : veenchi n

sick : yaav

sick person : ngaa kayaa n
sickle : nchuu ghd’ka n
sickness : nu n

side : ghaa n

side : gkiin

silence : ghaa v

silent : yuna v

silk : miiso n
silk-cotton tree : soo n
sing : yd’ v

singe : twa v

sink : ndzo v

sister : veenchi vin
sister-in-law : veenchi tsa vi n
sit : dzo’ v

sit down : dzd’ v

six : ntud num

sixteen : ncha’ntud num
sixty : mvontud num
skeleton : ghia’ngo n
skin : yo’ v

skin : gho’ka n

skin : ghan

skull : ghio’ks tuks n
sky : yo’ n; yo’ n

slack : yi’ v

slander : byo’so zee v
slap : ndzd>’ v; gbo v

slaughter : che’ v
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slave : gpkue n

sleep : bee v; chi v
sleepy : ind3o adj
slice : ja’ta v

slide : tie v

slime : ndo n
slippery : ndiasa v
slither : shiina v
sliver : pfo’mapgka’ n
slow : sdona v

small ; tio v

small grinding stone : vee ngwa’ n

small of back : ndzo’ka n
smash : ji’ v

smell : z0osa v; yaakoa n
smell bad : zoo v

smile : shie chid’ v
smoke : ndzao’ka n
smoked : yeesa v; yo v
smoking pipe : kwoka n
smooth : bisa v

snail : nta’ke n

snake : yio n

snake sype : ti’ n

snake type : tokango n; ti’ n; gka’teka n

snatch : shii v
sneeze : chiino v
snore : ka v
snot : boongs n
snuff : ndaba’ n
soak : cho’ v
soap : shup n

soar : tiena kwa’ v

soft : bwa’ v

soften : bwa’sa v

soil : nchin

soldier : sogwi n

soldier ant : ndings n

sole : muu kowu n

some : ibid adj

sometimes : nchi’ko bio n
son : vee mboo n
son-in-law : vee tso mboo n
song : nduu n

sorcerer : we’ mantsaa n
sore : ndi>o n

sorrow : viika n; tud bia’no n
soul : zasaka n

soup : ntso’ n

sour : chio v

south : waa tse n

sow : nchi kabu’gku n; s3’ v

space in centre of compound : meemva

n

spank : booto v

spark : mbave’ n

speak : chd’ v

spear : wud n

special servant to gods : biika n
speech : cho’ks n; ntsaangaa n
speed : ndiafo n

spend time : mie’ nchi’ka v
spider : tatofia’ n

spider's web : ndiondio n

spill : tsato v

spinach : fin
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strain

spine : ghid’ ndzaska n
spirit : gi n; zasaka n; nyi n
spirit : pfonchi n

spit : tso v

spitting cobra : ti’n
splinter : pfo’'mapgka’ n
spoil : baa v; byo’ss v; ndisa v
spoiled : bid’ v

spoon : dun

spot : tsooka n

sprain : ndid’so v
spread : wa’ v

spread out : wa’sa v
spring : tu maka n
sprinkle : miito v
sprout :

sprout : nyi’ v

spy : nya’fo n; kwéna v
spyon:yd>v

squat : dzo’ v

squeak : kuo v
squeeze : tii v

squirrel : bii n

stab : sd’ v

stalk : nya’ v; kwo’ sake n
stammerer : mbd’to n
stamp : ji’ v

stand : tiov; ndo v
stand still : tioma v
star : ntsdofa n

start : lu’ v

startle : baa v

stay : taa v; dzo’ v; chi v
stay behind : gw3’ v
steal : ndu’ v

steer : sO v; gkwd’ na’ shwd n
stem : kwo’ saka n

step : ye’ v

stick : pfoofaka n

stick : mbo n

sticky : ye’'to v

sting : tia v

stinger : mfe n

stink : zoo v

stir : 2’ v; fii v

stomach : muu bvo n
stomacheache : bvo ndons n
stone : ngwd’ n; mbaa n
stone : ngwd’ n; vee ngwo’ka n
stool : mfwa mud’ka n
stoop : meena v

stop : te v; gho v

stop up : tse’ v

stopper : ntse’ n

store up : tse’ v

stork : pwa’na n

stork : ngo’kangee n
storm : mfooka n

story : ntsaafngaa n
straddle : toona v
straight pipe : kwokoa n
straighten : shi v
straightness : ngilingi adj

strain : lieto v
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stranger : jiji n

strap : gpkaako n
stream : sO n

strength : ghio’ke n
stretch : s3ato v

strike : gbo v; pfoa v
string : s3’ n; tu v

strip off : yo’ v

strong : shi’ v

strong wind : mfooka n
struggle : bu’to v
stubborness : tu shishi’ka n
stumble : chi’ v

stump : pfoo katsakoa n
stupid person : njiika n; kayu’ n
stutter : bo’to v
subtract : s0’sa v
succeed : lio v

suck : nwo v

suckle : nwosa v

suffer : ye ngid’ v
sugar-cane : ntsdoka n

suit : ndd’ v

summit : katu kaguu n
sun : tsatsa n

Sunday : sonde n
sunrise : ntsa’ tsatsa n
sunset : ntsd tsatsa n
sunshine : tsatsa bee n
superstitious sign : mbika n
surprise : baa v
surround : gio v
swallow : mi v

swarm of bees : cha’ mfu’saka n
swear : bito v

sweat : ndz3’na v
sweep : yid v

sweet : ndio v

sweet potato : nta n
swell : kwd’ v
swelling : fa kwo’ka n
swim : yo’ v

swing : ndaa v

swing : ghiito v
swinging : ndoana v

sword : nyilomba n; nchuuks n
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thorn-tree

Tt

T-shirt : ndzema’ n

taboo : nu bio’ka n

tail : ntsan

take : ye’ v; ndi v

take away : byoso v; s0’so v
take leave of : 1a’na v

take out : fuso v

take revenge : ndzo’so bid’ v; biisa v
talk : chd’ v

talking drum : chin

tall drum : ntooka n
TAM-F1 : w2’ vPart

TAM-F2 : 1a vPart
TAM-HABITUAL : 1a vPart
TAM-P1 : k3 vPart

TAM-P2 : ns vPart
TAM-PERFECT : na’ vPart

TAM-PROGRESSIVE : no vPart; ko vPart;
ko vPart

tame : me’sa v

tap : lia v

tap : gboto v

tarantula : mfingo n
taste : nju’ss n; yu’sa v
tattoo : nya’ gha v

tax : mbio ma’sa n
teach : dée v

teak tree : ndoa n

tear :saav

tears : ndzd’ samoa n

tell : fi'to v

tell a story : tii ntsaaggaa v

ten : vo num
tend : kid’ v
tendon : ndoo s99 n

tendril : ndz3’ n

termite hill : bi’ gkaasakoa n

termites : npkaasa n
testicles : baaso n
tether : tso v

thank : bii v

that : yi det

thatch : fiv

there : fun

they : gwe pro

thick : ki’ v

thief : ngeeko n

thigh : bieka n

thin : yiitoa v; yo v; tio v
thing : nuks n; faka n
think : kpa’ v

thirst : yaa ji mondzd’ v
thirsty : yaa ji mandzd’ v
thirteen : ncho’tye’ num
thirty : mvontye’ num
this : nye det

thorn : njwa n; njwo te n

thorn-tree : tsa njwasaka n
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thousand : nkoo num

thread : son; tuv

threaten : ghoosa v; ki’'so v

three : tye’ num

thresh : bu’ v

threshing-floor : dza’ bu’ kpenaka n
throat : vee tuo n

throb : bu’ v

throw : ma’ v; mie’ v

throw away : mie’ v

throwing stick; knife : nchuuks ko’ka n
thumb : nchighs ku’fo n

thunder : ghii bana n

tickle : t¥na v

tie : tsoona v

tight : sdo v

tighten : tse’ ishishi’ v

tilapia; fish type : mfoo n

till : ndio v

time : mfi’ks n; nchi’ko n

tip-toe : nya’ v

tired : ke v

toad : tatd’ n

tobacco : ndaba’ n

tobacco pipe : kwo ki ndaba’ka n
today : nde n

toe : nchiwufa n

together : tséeto v

toilet : gkan

tomato : nya’ghaands’ n
tomorrow : kupgku (short form pku) n
tomorrow : gku n

tongue : ndiaosako n

tooth : gio’n

toothbrush : fa shi gia’ka n
top : ndoo n; ndzoma’ n

torch : lam n

torn : saa v

tortoise : kootso n

touch : koo v

towards : waa n

town : wud n

track : fooke n

trader : gygaa vea n

traditional dance : njon
traditional dance : samba n
traditional healer : ngaa kofu n
traditional wooden dish : ntu’ n
traditions : nuusana n

traitor : ngaa kashe n; nya’fo n
trample : twd’to v

transplant : lioso v

transport : liosa v

trap : too v

trap:sd’n

travel : twd’ v

traveler : ngaa kontwa’ n

tree : tsaka n

tree type : fwa katsa n; 199 n; tsa
manguks n; te n; soo n; ndas n; tsa

njwoasaka n
tribe : ntid’ n; twdo’ka n
tribute : mfye n
trip : ntwo’ko n
trouble : ntid>’ kenu n

trousers : ndzowona n
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truly : chd’ adv twelve : ncha’saba num

trunk : mbi n twenty : mvomba num

trunk of elephant : kwo n twenty-one : mvomba ncho’mud’ num
trustworthy : ndaa we’ n twenty-two : mvomba ncho’saba num
truth : nu bika n twilight : chulooto mva n

try : bu’ v; bu'to v twin : faan

tumour : fa kwo’ka n twist : tii v

turkey : kubakuba n two : ba num

turn : sé€’sa v two hundred : ntuoba num

turn over : s€’s9 v type : njia n

turn round : gio v type of grass : gha’n

turtle : kootss muu ma n

Uu
udder : bi na’n unsettled : kams v
ugliness : ga’ka n untie : bvoo v
ugly : bid’ v unwrap : bvoo v
ululate : kiito v up : chichin
umbilical cord : tuo n up-root : dzee v
umbrella : ntse’ka n upper arm : chichi’ks ghaka n
uncle : veenchi ata mboo n upper grinding stone : vee ngwd’ n
uncle : veenchi yie mboo n upright person : ndaa we’ n
uncover : chwd’ v urinate : jiv
under : nyin urine : njiima n
undress : shwa’to v used up : mwd v
unload : s3’sa v usually : 1a vPart
unripeness : kakos adv uzer : lid’ v
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vagina : tu’ n

valley : fa kaguu n; mbud’ n
varan : pfon

vegetable : fin

vein : se9 n

venom : gid’ yio n

village : wud n

vine ;: ndzd’ n

viper : fika n

virgin : mfo n

visitor : ngaa kaye n
voice : gin

voice box : vee min
vomit : ndzo’sa v
vow privately : bito v

vulture : ngo’kangee n
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widower

Ww

wail : kiito v

waist : tio n

wait : tioma v; kid’ v

wake up : nda v; bvata v

walk : twd’ v

walking stick : mbos n; mbo kantwd’ n
wall : ghaa nd>’ n; ghaand>’ n
wander : dzaonoa v

want : ta’ v

war:gan

warthog : kobu’npku muu gi n
wash : shu v

wash : shu v

wash oneself : shu gha v
watch : ye v

water : ndzd’ n

water grass : gun

water pot : ki mandzd’ n
waterfall : ndz>’ bvamos n
waterhole : ghiika n; bi mandz’ n
wave : ndzd’ shioma n

wave : ma’to gha v

we : )0 pro

weak : bwa’to v

weak person : ndooks n

wear clothes : vi ndza v
weave : tsov; bav

weaver : ngaa ba fango n

weaver-bird ; ntsa’ n

weed : cha’ v

weeds : gin

weep : gue’ v

weight : dze’ka n

well : bi mandzs’ n; iju adj; shi’ v
west : waa ntsd tsatsa n
wet : ghi’ v; ndia v
what? : ko iPro

when? : nchi’ks iPro
where? : a3 iPro

which? : nyena iPro
whip : chiato v
whisper : tso v

whistle : tudta v

white : foo v

white man : fwa baa n
white man : fwaba n
whiten : foosa v
whitewash : fion

who? : nde iPro

whole : gho v

why? : bi’ka iPro
wicked : bid’ v
wickerwork : fa baggs n; mfwaka n
wide : ki’ v

wide open : zee

widen : ki’sa v

widow : pfoovi n

widower : pfoovi mbao n
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wife : vin womb : nds kabva vin
wild cat : nysodza n wood : gka’ n

wind : mfioka n wood ash : bvo’ka n
window : chund>’ n word : s3 kachd’ n; gi n
wing : bo’to n work : ghion

wink : che’sa v world : mva n; mva n
winnow : mashiy fisto n wound : ndidss v; ndido n
winnow : fiato v wounded : ndyo v

wipe : fo’sa v wrap up : kaato v

wipe off : yio v wring out : tiito v
wisdom : mfioma n wrinkles : fiisa n

wise : fiov wrist : cha’ks ghaka n
witch : we’ malio n write : nya’ v
witchcraft : lioma n writing : nya’ke n

with : pii cconn wrong : béto ibid’ v; bid’ v
wither : yov Wushi : ch?” wuashika n
woman : vin

Yy
yam : yuw’kan you : gwi pro
yawn : ghaana v you : a pro
year : yako n young animal : nkwd’ nyoo n
yellow : inda’ns adj young man : nkwd’ mboo n
yes : ee interj young person : njawe’ n
yesterday : ndo’sa n

Zz

zealous : kwd moaki v



