The following words with v were in the passage:
Asbn, bv, advasa-nys, Mbv, amv, buvdg, sdstopv, antbv, pv,
kv, mv, kv, Ntopd, wisv-aty, dv-wa.

Most words in the passage have tone marks. Any four of them are
correct.

Exercises 22-24 any sentence using the words is correct.

Exercise 25

1. Oma-gyi-9ma tekle 1da yilé.

2. Ni fomoys willu-agyoma 4, butohs fu ks, ni fumeka 4,
butowa fv obu.

3. Wiilu-agybma tela wilu po 9ma.
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Exercise 11

1. toad (frog) gyongyo 4. charcoal agyawunu

2. squat gyonka . younger brother gyama
3. squirrel gyabe 6. yesterday igye

9]

Exercise 12
1. corn kpoli . snore kpolt
2. rat kpasi 4. goat kpala

(98]

Exercise 13 & 14 have no written answers.

Exercise 15

1. beard ikwi 6. tsitsi
2. knee kpawunu 7. fwi

3. frog kpasi 8. dwe

4. raining tswie 9. gyopin
5. givebirth kwu 10. popwe

Exercise 15 has no written answers.

Exercise 16
Any word in Nkonya is correct
Exercise 17 has no written answers.

Exercise 18
Any verb in Nkonya is correct.
Any noun in Nkonya is correct

Exercises 19 & 20: any combination of the words is correct.
Exercise 21
The following words with 1 were in the passage:

M1, wi, Dmanti, swi, duby, ani, andakwii, anttegyi, anft,
anutefé, kv, wisv-at3, assri, dv-wa.
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Exercise 4

l. 1kd - ‘pad’
ka - ‘grass’

2. afd - ‘wind’
afu - ‘foam’

3. 4ant- ‘that’

3

ant - we

Exercise 5

1. Kufa nu. ‘This is a sheep.’
Gyata ni. ‘This is a lion.’

skpe - ‘trumpet’
okpé - ‘witchcraft’

tsia - ‘stay’
tsia - ‘greetings’

awi - ‘bones’
awu - ‘thorns’

4.

2. Oputsi ni. ‘This is soup.’5. igy6é dmv (the yam)

Ntsu nt. ‘This is water.’

3. Kutu nu. “‘This is a lizard.” 6.
AsOn nti. ‘This is a word.’

sklvn amv (the boat)

Exercises 6, 7 and 8 are exercises with no written answers.

Exercise 9

There are many words with n at the end. Here are a few:

akdn ‘hunger’

ason ‘word’
bon ‘stink’

dan ‘grow old’

diin ‘quiet’
hian ‘need’

akpin ‘garden eggs’

Exercise 10 has no written answers.
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pian ‘tired’

kasian ‘unsuccessfully’
kinkiinkin ‘seriously’
lian ‘resemble’

oklin ‘darkness’

9san ‘towel’

sawun ‘tortoise’

Preface
Read This Before You Begin

This book is meant for people who speak Nkonya but know how to read English.

Many Nkonyas who can read well in English have thought that it would be
difficult to read Nkonya. They know that they had to spend a long time to learn to
read English and think that they will have to do the same for Nkonya. You may be
one of those people who think that way. This is usually not so.

When you learned to read English, you were learning not only to read, but at the
same time you were learning new and unfamiliar words and at the same time how
to say them. You already know how to read. You already know the Nkonya words
and how to say them. All that remains is to learn the one or two new letters and
how some Nkonya sounds are spelled.

With any new skill, the key is practice. Throughout this book, we have given
exercises to help you to learn the things that are taught. They are not tests to see
how much you know. It is important for you to try the exercises so that you will be
practicing the things you are learning.

These lessons are based on lessons that the Nkonya Language Project gave in
October and November, 1997 in several Nkonya towns. The lessons were mostly
prepared by Joseph Goodways Kudjo but all the staff members of the Project were
involved in the work.

We also want to thank Clair “Akosua” Cooke for her help in editing and preparing
this book. “Akos, fabwé at3.”

Most of all we would like to thank Nana Blu who created us all and gave us
the languages we speak. He gave us the wisdom to write this book.



READING AND WRITING THE NKONYA
LANGUAGE

Atosuanhe 1
The Alphabet
Alfabéta

These are the letters used to write what we read in English:
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

These are the letters used to write Twi and Ewe, two Ghanaian
languages spoken in Nkonya.

abddeeffghyiklmnpooprstuvwxyz

Exercise 1: (Answers to the exercises at the back of the book starting

on page 22.)
1 Read the English alphabet letters aloud.
it Read the Twi and Ewe alphabet letters aloud.
1ii Can all the English letters be used in writing Nkonya
words?
v If no:

a.  write the letters of the English alphabet which are not
used to write Nkonya:
b.  write the letters of the Twi/Ewe which are not used to
write Nkonya
v What letters from Twi/Ewe and English are used in
Nkonya?

Answers to Exercises

Asvn Fitéhé Amv Mbuat

Exercise 1
il No.
v For English, not all the letters are used.

€Y 619 ¢ ¢ 2

c’, 9, ‘q’, ‘x’, and ‘2’ do not occur in Nkonya words:
English words spelled in Nkonya will use the following:
‘c’ will be spelled with k or s
‘3> will be spelled with gy
‘q’ will be spelled with kw
‘x” will be spelled with ks
For Twi, all the letters are used in Nkonya. For Ewe, the
following letters are used, ‘d’, ‘f’, ‘y’, ‘x’, ‘z’. The sound that
occurs in Ewe as ‘q’ is spelled ‘d’.

The following letters from Twi/Ewe and English are used in
Nkonya:
abdeefghiklmnooprstuvy

The letter ‘v’ is used in both Ewe and Nkonya but is used for
different sounds. You will learn more about it in
Atosuanhe 2.

Exercise 2 is an exercise with no written answers.

Exercise 3

1. ku ‘look’ 6. mv ‘him’

2. kautu ‘lizard’ 7. to ‘meet’

3. iklvn ‘door’ 8. kpuvkpv ‘shake’
4. put ‘swim’9. nkvnv ‘where?’

5. wt ‘chew’ 10. tkpon ‘knot’
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Atosuanhe 12

A letter to my sister telling her I shall come home for the Easter
celebrations.

E. P. Church

PO Box 3

Nkonya Ntsumuru
March 10%, 1998

Mt Ddwept Mansah,
Nde owvl0 anft wanlin pofité mlt fé€ s6. lwt bv mt olin
wankldan.

Nanu ani bégyi Yesu Wu Koso nke amv (Easter) ant wuluto
ofient. Néba wdi, babe.g.yi nke amv. M{ dnyawie akv bébuo mt
ba.

Misv nobwii pa hanfo, la m{ 6bu &muto yai mi. Ho igyd p0 dbate
any? yai mi. Néba beka fo mv fé€ ko. Wanlin t34 nh3 ba fv po
nyebi dmv fé€ sisi mi Isasv.
Nkél gyi Papd twt &mv? Han ohan-gyi-6han tsid han mi.

F0 pi6.

John.
Exercise 28:
Wanlwn addrést amo pé.

Wanln tsid han dmv.
Wanlin swanlinpt-tsid han, damv €.

Exercise 29:

Write a letter to a relative telling him or her about what you do on
Sundays.
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Atosuanhe 2
1 and U

Two letter sounds occur in Nkonya which are not written in the
English or Twi and Ewe languages.

One is the vowel ‘1’ ‘¢’ and the second is the vowel ‘U’ ‘v’. For
example, the letter 1 is seen in tbt ‘hand’. The letter v is seen in tbv
‘mountain’.

The 1 and the e Sounds
Look at these words. Notice the 1 sound and how the words are
spelled:

1. ku- ‘look’. It is not spelled ke
2. tu- ‘call’. It is not spelled te
3. ibt- ‘hand’ It is not spelled ebe
4. mt- ‘me’. It is not spelled me
5. bt - ‘know’. It is not spelled be

The e is still used in Nkonya words. Look at these words. Notice
the sound and how these words are spelled:

1. kebi - ‘a child
2. sire - ‘peel’

Note that the vowel t is different from the letter ‘i’. The letter 1 has
no dot ( * ) on it but has a short hook at the bottom. The i has a dot
on it:

| L LL




Trace the dotted lines for the letter 1 below:

e .

Now write the letter yourself along the line below:

The v and the o Sounds
Look at these words. Notice the v sound and how these words are

spelled:

1. po - ‘take’. It is not spelled fo.
2. mv - ‘him. It is not spelled mo.
3.tv - ‘meet’. It is not spelled to.

4. kvkv - ‘none’. It is not spelled koko.

The o sound is still used. Notice the 0 sound and how these words
are spelled:

1. kpoli - ‘corn/maize’

2. potofi - ‘partridge (a bird)’

3. botodua - ‘bamboo’

Note that the vowel v is different from the letter u. The letter v has
a little hook each side and u also has a descending line.

U vl

Trace the dotted lines for the letter v below:

Now write the letter yourself along the line below:

Nkonya Dblt Wanlin Agyoma, dé sukiu yat ha dhande po okpato
asinpv anft. Békast Nkonya Wanlin pt mo kla wanklaan. Bobva
amo bétal{ kla Twi, Ewe p0 Abrof3 €.

Bebt 4ty kla po wanlin 4, twi bolwii &m0. Ohaa méetra kla amd
Swoulv ha &m0 e. Bétal{ wanlin &mo atitisv pt &mo dmandié.
Békla at3, stan at) tssts3stss tsu nwolots.

Ownolibt tehan 4gywun tetse, buteb{ 3ma bambato astn pv, Blu
nyansa asun pokpa twt.

Exercise 27:
Answer these questions:
1. Wanhn atj asa ant sukdu teha sha?
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L ettt et e e st e e et e e e nbee e tbaeettaeenaeeeraeens Exercise 2:
Read these words aloud carefully. Listen to the 1 and v sounds:

2 e et eee e e e e e e eree————eeeeeeaaia————aaaaeae e e —t—taaaaaeeaaaanbatraaraaaaans bt - hand st - soil stst - order
tbv - mountain tut - tear
B ettt e et e be e heeetbe e teeeabeebeeatbeetaeenteenbeesabeenraas
Exercise 3:
Qe ———a e ————aa———————————— Fill in the blanks:
5 1. _1-°look’ 6. _U- ‘him’
2. k_t_ - ‘lizard’ 7.t - ‘meet’
B e e e e e e e e e e ea— e e e e e —aeeeeataaeaeaatraaeeenaraeaeaanes 3 _kl_n _“door’ 2. kp_kp_ _ “sift (with sieve)’
e ettt ettt et e e beeetbe e taeetbeebeeetbeetaeenaeerbeensaeenreas 4. p_t_ - ‘swim’ 0. nk_n_ - ‘where?’
R 5. W_-‘chew’ 10._Kp_n - kno
D ettt et et e he et e e be e b e e beeetbeetaeetaeenbeesaaeenreas ,
Atosudanhe 3
L0, e ettt e e ta e e ebeeneeenneenneas
Tone Marks
Atosuanhe 11 Listen carefully to the difference between these two words; mo ‘it

and mv ‘him’. Listen also to the difference between ant ‘we’ and
ant ‘that’. We put a mark (") over a letter if we say it with a high
(raised) tone.

Sukudu-yo

Suktiu-yo bv alé sé€. Sukiu tehd 5ma, wilu po Sha twt tolwii mo.
Foy3 sukuu a, fékast owulo kla. Fékast swolv wanlin. Owulo bt
tehd Sha tosudn at3 tsotsootso.

For example: note the tone marks on the following Nkonya words
change their meaning:

mv - ‘him’ abi - ‘nuts’
. o . S mo - ‘it’ abi - ‘sons/daughters’
Atosudnhe tetse oha tsidts. ltehd oha tenyd 4gyoma
Skponkpontikpa tsia. Atosudnhe tehd Sha tenya sika po mv wwisv e ] ,
b . . L z 4 ana - ‘four ufa - ‘barn
at3. Oha onya sika po at3 4, otobva mv omd, wilu po dbusuanfo. .. : , . . ,
ana - ‘grandchildren ua - ‘weeds
Ahande sukuu labasv s€i dnfi. lde ahande ani bumoyo suktu I - ‘hatred’ fee . © ,
nyebito bvd. Al kén {de ahé an{ boy3 fun okpato € bva nu. o’u - hatred £& - yousay
olu - ‘noise fé€ - “all
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Exercise 4:

Mark the tone on one word in each pair to give it its correct meaning.

I. 1ka- ‘pad’ 4. okpe - ‘trumpet’
ika - ‘grass’ okpe - ‘witchcraft’
2. afu- ‘wind’ 5. tsia - ‘stay’
afu - ‘foam’ tsia - ‘greetings’

3. ant- ‘that’
ant - ‘we

The tone of some words will change depending on the word before
them. For example, after some words, mt ‘this is” will take a tone
mark ( ') e.g. bate nt ‘this is a chicken’. With others nt does not,
e.g. kutu mu ‘this is a lizard’. See also that tati amv ‘the cloth’ has a
mark; gyagya amv ‘the bat’ does not.

Exercise 5:

In the following, one of the words in each pair needs a high tone
mark. Mark the tones on them. Mark the tones on the amv and nt as
well.

1. Kufa nu. ‘This is a sheep.” 4. Gyagya nt ‘This is a bat’
Gyata nmu. ‘Thisisalion.” Odayi m. ‘This is a knife’

2. Oputsu nu. ‘This is soup.’5. igyo amv ‘the yam’
Fufu nu ‘This is fufu.’ sklvn amv ‘the boat’

3. Kutu nu. ‘This is a lizard.’
Asvn nt. ‘This is a word.’

Exercise 25:
Answer these questions:

1. Nto oma-gyi-dma tekle?

Exercise 26:

Make 10 sentences from the words in this table. Note that the words
in columns 2 and 3 join together. Watch the tone marks!

Examples: 1. Aha butegyi ason wanklaan
2. Ohande toy3 4gy0ma wanklaan.

1 2 3 4 5
Ah4a to ki atd wanklaan
bu te gyi | agyom
a
Ohande to bu Wi
Nyebi te v asbn
Oha-gyi-3ha
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2. Write the names of the major clans making your town.
3. Write the names and titles of the Sub-chiefs of your town.
4. Write the names of all the Churches in your town.

Atosuanhe 10
Wiilu Agytma

Omé-gyi-9maé tekle 1da yilé. Wiulu-gyi-wilu €, tekle 1da yilé. Al
kén, oha-gyi-Sha tobwé ato wanklddn mént békanfd mo nt.

M{ wilu de sukiu mbu yi. Anutoys wilu-agyoma ipwe-gyi-pwe.
Beda skan a, ahd butop0 ansigyi y5 4gyoma. Aha dnt bumedé
amv waulu yilé kle a, butama y3.

Nt fomoys wiilu-agytma &, butoho fu ko, ni fumeka 4, butowa fuv
obu. Oma fé€ mbla igyi.

Wiilu-agytma tela wilu po 5ma. ltosund dn{ oma amuototof> anst
labwii. Ahandé leblt bee “Ohaa tama p0 bina stind woéi Skpa.”

Exercise 24:

Make sentences from the words below:
Wiilu-agytma4; okan; oha-gyi-sha; yilé; ansi-bwii; mbla; bina.
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Exercise 6:

Read the following sentences aloud. Notice closely how the tones
rise and fall:

Astn amoo laba amo nt.

Sika bv mot3.

Nt foy3 4, bla mu.

Kpast ni, mv ob3 nf.

Akosua 3y waits.

Butama tsii ipi si yi ipit3.

AN

Atosuanhe 4

Other Special Letters

A. The letter n

When ‘n’ comes at the beginning of a word, it is pronounced, but has
a slightly different sound depending on what consonant follows it.
For example:

ntsu - ‘water’ nfy - ‘oil’

nkpa - ‘life’ nkonv - ‘where’

Exercise 7:

Read these words aloud:

nwun - ‘head’ ntam - ‘oath’
ngya - ‘firewood’ nta - ‘wine’

When ‘n’ comes at the end of a word, it changes the sound of the
vowel before it and makes it sound in the nose (nasal) but the ‘n’

itself is not pronounced.

Example:



tan - ‘to forget’ compare this with ta - ‘to be finished’
kan - ‘to drive’ compare this with ka - ‘to cut’

tun - ‘to cut off” compare this with tu - ‘to call’

lan - ‘to lie across’ compare this with la - 'to repair’
wun - ‘to see’ compare this with wu ‘to die’

Exercise 8:
Read these words aloud:
pan - ‘borrow’
kan - ‘chains (handcuffs)’
saan - ‘to bridge’
pon - ‘soft’

Exercise 9:

Write 5 words with ‘n” at the end. Don’t forget to mark high tones on

the words if they need them:

Lo 4
20 S
3

B. The letter n
Another letter is used in writing Nkonya. This letter is ‘g’. It is not
very common, but there are a few words in which it occurs:

1. pa- ‘disappear’ 4. plawun - ‘millipede’

2. opge - ‘spirit’ 5. plawn - ‘melt’

3. pain - ‘hide’

C. The Two Letter Sounds (Digraphs)
gy; kp; bw; fw; gyw; kw; ts; tsw
In Nkonya two consonants (on3t3 4s0nbi) can come together to
make special sounds.
The gy Sound

Ayin a, bubv wilu amvoto, bugyi adotopv. Atsi &mv akv bugyi
adotopv. Akv €, bugyi bia-agyipv. Wilu amotofs bugyi kuvle,
butodwe aha se.

Make four (4) sentences from the words below:
Wiilu; kpankonty; Owie; Obu-fé-dto; bia-agyipo.

Exercise 22:

Make sentences with the words in the boxes.

1 2 3 4
Opléikpa bu woi amuoto
Ntsu ma wulu

Wiina

Okpun

Omantt
Exercise 23:
L ettt et b et et n et et e bebense s e
e ettt b ettt re ettt et e b e ebeebeeteereett et et e b ebesreare e
e ettt h et ettt ettt et et e b et e ebeene st et et e aesreere e
e ettt ettt e bttt ne sttt e b e ntesaeene e
Homework

1. Write the name of all the Nkonya towns.
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D. Make four (4) sentences using the words below:

uda; woitd; Adwepv; nyebi; sukiu; sodatopu; tsotsootso; asdrd;
lakwi(; aduasa-ny»o.

Atosudnhe 9
Read the passage and answer the questions below:
Am Wiilu
M{ wilu dé4 gyi Nkonya Wurupong. Wiilu anft da Bumbula moa
Tepo nswné. Nti asa bd wilu amuty. Wolu amuto Owie 1da gyi

Nanai Kwadwo Asiakwa II.

Wiilu kponkpontt {gyi. Aha tsotsootso bubv muts. Ast fii
Sukkuu, nsinép0, po dhande sakuu asa, asa-asa tbv wilu amuto.

Asor{ bv wilu amuty. Kwasieda aha tsotsootso butoyd dsort.

Mbu-fé-at3 bv wialu amots. Dokita €, bv wilu amuto.
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The letters gy sounds like the English ‘j’.

Exercise 10:

Read these words aloud:
gyagya - ‘bat’
gyi - ‘eat’
gya - ‘send away’
ogyatin - ‘firewood’

Exercise 11:
Write these words that contain gy in Nkonya. (Don’t forget to mark
the tone on the words):

1. toad (frog) ..cccoooveviennne 4. charcoal ........ccceeeenee.

2. squat e, 5. younger brother ...................
3. squirrel 6. yesterday ........ccocceevieennnne
The kp Sound

There are many words which have the kp sound in Nkonya. For
example kpa - ‘gather’.

Exercise 12:

Write these words that contain kp in Nkonya. (Don’t forget to mark
the tone on the words):

The ts Sound



In Nkonya the ts sound is also used. For example in ntsu (water)
and tsu (take).

Exercise 13:

Say these words aloud:
tsa - ‘dance’

tsvn - ‘pass by’

ntsu - ‘water’

tsii - “uproot’

tsitsa - ‘pour/throw away’

The w Sound:
The letter w comes after some consonants to produce a special
sound. For example, bw, dw, fw, kw, gyw, sw, pw, tsw.

Exercise 14:
Read these words aloud:

bwe - ‘make’ pwe - ‘mould’
dwe - ‘love’ gywun - ‘kind’
fwt - ‘lose or wash’ swu - ‘remove from fire’

kwe - ‘grind’ tsw - ‘throw’

Exercise 15:

Fill in the blanks:

1 lk_l - ‘beard’ 6 _1_1 - ‘wipe off’
2. awunu - ‘knee’ 7. f_l - ‘wash’

3. __On__ O-‘frog’ 8. d_g-love’

4. 1€ - ‘raining’ 9. __Oopin - ‘yam slice’
5. _ 11- ‘give birth’ 10. PO__€- ‘new’

We have now learned all the letters in the Nkonya Alphabet

9

Read this essay and answer the questions below.

Mi wt Asbn
Mi da gyi Emmanuel Kwasi Adwep0. Notsu Nkonya Akloba.
M{ wéit3 bv owie Omantt. Naho nfi 4ddvasa-nys. Mbv swi tdme

mmetri. Mmo moni dobt €.

Mbv okd. Mt kéd déa gyi ant yin Maria Akua Adwepo. Andakwii
abi ana. Nyebi amv fé€ bude sukiu yo.

Odotopu ngyi. Anibv igyd, agbedi po kpoli ndo. Anttegyi
atogyihe anft kv; anutefé kv. Nefé mo 4, ntenyd sika tsotsootso.
Napt tkv yi obu. Ntop0 tkv ho mia mikd po mi abi wisv-ats.

Ntekle assri-yo, dv-wa, po bol-da. Ahé astn towa mi ansigyi.

Exercise 21:
A. Write four (4) words with 1 from the above passage.

Lo, 3
20 e 4.
B. Write four (4) words with v from the above passage.
Lo, 3
20 4.

C. Write four (4) words with tone marks ( ) from the above
passage.

14



........................................................... The Nkonya Alphabet

........................................................... abdeefghitkl
mnypooprstuvy

B

In the following exercise, some people say ya or ye instead of la or
le. Write the answer the way you say it. The tone on some verbs (for

example da ‘to hit’ and mwna ‘to cook’) will be different after la than Atosudnhe 5
after le.
e.g. Kpdla lawun igy6. John ladé bol. Building Nkonya Words
Papa 1éda wwo. Okv 16wun oyf. The above letters used to write words can be put into two main
groups: consonants and vowels.
1 2 3 4 Consonants (9n3t9 asvnbi) cannot by themselves produce words
John la wun W9 with meaning e.g. b d g. Vowels (9met3 dstnbi) by themselves
Kpiéla 1¢ do oyt only produce noise showing pain, joy or fright e.g. ai, ei.
Afa 15 nnd bol
Papé 16 da igyé However, consonants and vowels can come together to produce
Okv meaningful words. For example:

Exercise 20:
Take one consonant (9ndt3 dsonbi): bdfhkImnpgprstwy

| U add one vowel (9met3 asvnbi): a e €10 5 u v and put them
e togethere.g. b + a = ba
B e There are words Of3, 4 or more letters e.g. bla ‘tell” yabi ‘leg’_
Ao e
Exercise 15:
5. ----------------------------------------------------------- Read these Nkonya WOrdS aloud:
ta - ‘break’ nana - ‘grandmother’
obi - ‘son’ otua - ‘gun’
Atosusnhe 8 ate - ‘feathers slanka - ‘cooking pot

Exercise 16:
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Write 6 words in Nkonya. Think about the tone and write the tone on
them.

Lo 4o
2. S
3 6. e

Atosuanhe 6

Verbs and Nouns

In Nkonya letters of the alphabet can produce a word of action (i.e.
for something you do). These are verbs. For example: ba ‘come’;
gyi ‘eat’. These are verbs.

In the same way the letters can produce a name of a person, town,
place or thing. These are nouns. For example: Maanu; Ahenkro;
bate ‘fowl’. These are nouns.

Exercise 17
Read these verbs aloud:

ba - ‘come’ sa - ‘fetch’
tu- ‘call’ tv - ‘meets’
y9 - ‘go’ bl - ‘say’

tre - ‘quarrel’

Read these nouns aloud:

Kofi kufa - ‘sheep’
sbun - ‘arena’ afu - ‘lather’
Obu - ‘building’

Exercise 18:
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Write 6 verbs:

Lo e, Ao
2 e, S e,
3 6.

Lo 4 i
20 S
3 6. oo

Atosuanhe 7

Making Sentences

Use the words in the boxes to make sentences of your own. Make
sure you write the tone marks (") on the letters that need them. Note
that the words from column 2 and column 3 will join together.

1 2 3 4
Kofi bé fe atd
Ama b3 ho afa

Mansa b6 wun kpoli

e.g. Kofi b3sho afa.
Exercise 19:
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